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 J Fic Allen Allen, Kate The Line Tender (2019) 

Wherever the sharks led, Lucy Everhart's marine-biologist mother was sure to follow. In fact, she was on a boat far off the 

coast of Massachusetts, collecting shark data when she died suddenly. Lucy was seven. Since then Lucy and her father 

have kept their heads above water-thanks in large part to a few close friends and neighbors. But June of her twelfth 

summer brings more than the end of school and a heat wave to sleepy Rockport. On one steamy day, the tide brings a 

great white-and then another tragedy, 

 J Fic Anderson Anderson, M.T. The Assassination of Brangwain Spurge (2018) 

Uptight elfin historian Brangwain Spurge is on a mission: survive being catapulted across the mountains into goblin 

territory, deliver a priceless peace offering to their mysterious dark lord, and spy on the goblin kingdom -- from which no 

elf has returned alive in more than a hundred years. Brangwain's host, the goblin archivist Werfel, is delighted to show 

Brangwain around. They should be the best of friends, but a series of extraordinary double crosses, blunders, and cultural 

misunderstandings throws these two bumbling scholars into the middle of an international crisis that may spell death for 

them -- and war for their nations 

 J Fic Auxier Auxier, Jonathan Sweep: The Story Of A Girl and Her Monster (2018) 

In  nineteenth-century England, after her father's disappearance Nan Sparrow, ten, works as a "climbing boy," aiding 

chimney sweeps, but when her most treasured possessions end up in a fireplace, she unwittingly creates a golem.-- 

provided by publisher. 

 J Fic Avi Avi Old Wolf (2015) 

In the computer game world of Bow Hunter--thirteen-year-old Casey's world--there are no deaths, just kills. In Nashoba's 

world--the wolf world--there have been no kills. For this is March, the Starving Time in the Iron Mountain region of 

Colorado, when wolves and ravens alike are desperate for food. With the help of a raven, the miraculous Merla, Nashoba 

must lead his pack of eight to their next meal. The wolf hates being dependent on a mere bird, but Merla is a bird wise 

beyond her years. When Casey's path crosses Nashoba's, the worlds of two very different hunters collide. 

 Teen Axelrod Axelrod, Amy The Bullet Catch: Murder by Misadventure (2015) 

When the orphanage he called home burns to the ground, 14-year-old Leo and his three friends turn to larceny, using as 

their textbook Harry Houdini's The Right Way to Do Wrong: An Exposé of Successful Criminals for survival. Leo proves 

to be a most gifted pickpocket, but when he is cruelly betrayed by his gang, he abandons the life of crime to become the 

apprentice of a has-been magician named Barzini. With Houdini's help, Barzini is staging a comeback, complete with an 

improved variation on the bullet catch trick made famous by his arch enemy, Chung Ling Soo.  

 J Fic Baker Barker, M. P. Mending Horses (2014) 

Free and on his own, Daniel Linnehan is nearly sixteen in 1839 when he joins Jonathan Stocking and Billy, a girl hiding 

from her abusive father, in peddling goods in New England. 

 J Fic Baldacci Baldacci, David The Finisher (Book 1-2014) 

Why would Quentin Herms flee into the Quag? There was nothing in the Quag except certain death. Vega Jane has never 

left the village of Wormwood. But this isn't unusual -- nobody has ever left the village of Wormwood. At least not until 

Quentin Herms vanishes into the unknown. Vega knows Quentin didn't just leave -- he was chased. And he's left behind a 

very dangerous trail of clues that only she can decode. 

 J Fic Balliett Balliett, Blue. Pieces and Players (Book 4-2015) 

When thirteen high-value pieces of art are stolen from a secret museum, Calder, Petra, and Tommy are grouped with two 

new companions to solve puzzles that are complicated by the clever Mrs. Sharpe 

 J Fic Bell Bell, Juliet. Kepler’s Dream (2012) 

While her mother undergoes radical cancer treatment, eleven-year-old Ella stays with her father's mother in Albuquerque, 

New Mexico, where she learns about grammar and family history, and helps investigate the theft of an extremely rare 

book from her grandmother's library. 

 J Fic Benjamin Benjamin, Ali The Next Great Paulie Fink (2019) 



 

2 

When Caitlyn Breen begins her disorienting new life at Mitchell School--where the students take care of real live goats 

and study long-dead philosophers, and where there are only ten other students in the entire seventh grade--it seems like 

nobody can stop talking about some kid named Paulie Fink. Depending on whom you ask, Paulie was either a hilarious 

class clown, a relentless troublemaker, a hapless klutz, or an evil genius. One thing's for sure, though: The kid was totally 

legendary. Now he's disappeared, and Caitlyn finds herself leading a reality-show-style competition to find the school's 

next great Paulie Fink.  

 J Fic Bigelow Bigelow, Lisa J. Drum Roll Please (2018) 

Melly only joined the school band because her best friend, Olivia, begged her to. But to her surprise, quiet Melly loves 

playing the drums. It's the only time she doesn't feel like a mouse. Now she and Olivia are about to spend the next two 

weeks at Camp Rockaway, jamming under the stars in the Michigan woods. But this summer brings a lot of big changes 

for Melly: her parents split up, her best friend ditches her, and Melly finds herself unexpectedly falling for another girl at 

camp. To top it all off, Melly's not sure she has what it takes to be a real rock n' roll drummer. Will she be able to make 

music from all the noise in her heart?  

 J Fic Black Black, Holly  Iron Trial (Book 1-2014) 

Most kids would do anything to pass the Iron Trial. Not Callum Hunt. He wants to fail. All his life, Call has been warned 

by his father to stay away from magic. If he succeeds at the Iron Trial and is admitted into the Magisterium, he is sure it 

can only mean bad things for him. So he tries his best to do his worst -- and fails at failing. Now the Magisterium awaits 

him. It's a place that's both sensational and sinister, with dark ties to his past and a twisty path to his future.  

 J Fic Booth Booth, Coe Kinda Like Brothers (2014) 

When his mother takes in a twelve-year-old foster boy, Jarrett is forced to share his room and his friends with the new 

boy. 

 J Fic Bowling Bowling, Dusti 24 Hours In Nowhere (2018) 

Welcometo Nowhere, Arizona, the least livable town in the United States. For Gus, a bright 13-year-old with dreams of 

getting out and going to college, life there is made even worse by Bo Taylor, Nowhere's biggest, baddest bully. When Bo 

tries to force Gus to eat a dangerously spiny cactus, Rossi Scott, one of the best racers in Nowhere, comes to his rescue--

but in return she has to give Bo her prized dirt bike. Determined to buy it back, Gus agrees to go searching for gold in 

Dead Frenchman Mine, joined by his old friends Jessie Navarro and Matthew Dufort, and Rossi herself. As they hunt for 

treasure, narrowly surviving everything from cave-ins to mountain lions, they bond over shared stories of how hard life in 

Nowhere is--and they realize this adventure just may be their way out.-- Publisher's description. 

 J Fic Bruchac Bruchac, Joseph. Dragon Castle (2011) 

Young Prince Rashko is frustrated with his family - no one does any thinking but him! The kingdom and castle seem to be 

in the hands of fools. So when Rashko's parents mysteriously disappear and the evil Baron Temny parks his army outside 

the castle walls, it is up to the young prince to save the day. But there is more to this castle and its history than meets the 

eye, and Rashko will have to embrace his ancestry, harness a dragon, and use his sword-fighting skills to stop the baron 

and save the kingdom 

 J Fic Bryant Bryant, Jennifer. Pieces of Georgia (2006) 

In journal entries to her mother, a gifted artist who died suddenly, thirteen-year-old Georgia McCoy reveals how her life 

changes after she receives an anonymous gift membership to a nearby art museum. 

 J Fic Calejo Calejo, Ryan Charlie Hernandez & The League Of Shadows (2018) 

Steeped in Hispanic folklore since childhood, middle schooler Charlie Hernández learns the stories are true when, shortly 

after his parents disappearance, he grows horns and feathers and finds himself at the heart of a battle to save the world. 

 J Fic Chari Chari, Sheela Finding Mighty (2018) 

Along the train lines north of New York City, twelve-year-old neighbors Myla and Peter search for the link between 

Myla's necklace and the disappearance of Peter's brother, Randall. Thrown into a world of parkour, graffiti, and diamond-

smuggling, Myla and Peter encounter a band of thugs who are after the same thing as Randall. Can Myla and Peter find 

Randall before it's too late, and their shared family secrets threaten to destroy them all? 

 J Fic Choldenko Choldenko, Gennifer Al Capone Throws Me A Curve (2018) (Alcatraz Bk 4) 
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Moose has his hands full during the summer of 1936 watching his autistic sister, Natalie, and the warden's daughter, Piper, 

and trying to get on a baseball team by proving he knows Al Capone. 

 J Fic Coggin  Coggin, Linda The Dog, Ray (2016) 

When my death came it was swift. Swift as a running horse. It wasted no time. Daisy, age twelve, has died in a car 

accident. She finds herself in the afterworld, which resembles nothing more than a job center. Her soul is being returned to 

Earth, but not as a human being--she's returning as a dog. A dog who retains Daisy's thoughts and pluck and is determined 

to get back to her parents and to get back home. What she doesn't expect is that life as a dog named Ray would come with 

such worries--and moments of jubilation--as she grows to care for others in a whole new way  

 J Fic Curtis Curtis, Christopher. The Madman of Piney Woods 2014) 

Benji and Red couldn't be more different. They aren't friends. They don't even live in the same town. But their fates are 

entwined. A chance meeting leads the boys to discover that they have more in common than meets the eye. Both of them 

have encountered a strange presence in the forest, watching them, tracking them. Could the Madman of Piney Woods be 

real?. 

 J Fic DiTerlizzi DiTerlizzi, Tony A Hero for Wondla (Book 2-2012) 

Raised underground by a robot, twelve-year-old Eva Nine finally finds all she ever wanted in the human colony of New 

Attica, but something very bad is going on there and unless Eva and her friends stop it, it could mean the end of life on 

Orbona. 

 J Fic Draper Draper, Sahron Stella by Starlight (2015) 

When the Ku Klux Klan's unwelcome reappearance rattles Stella's segregated southern town, bravery battles prejudice in 

this Depression-era tale. Stella lives in the segregated South--in Bumblebee, North Carolina, to be exact about it. Some 

stores she can go into. Some stores she can't. Some folks are right pleasant. Others are a lot less so. To Stella, it sort of 

evens out, and heck, the Klan hasn't bothered them for years. But one late night, later than she should ever be up, much 

less wandering around outside, Stella and her little brother see something they're never supposed to see, something that is 

the first flicker of change to come, unwelcome change by any stretch of the imagination.  

 Teen Evans Evans, Richard. Michael Vey: the Prisoner of Cell 25 (Book 1-2011) 

To everyone at Meridian High School, fourteen-year-old Michael Vey is nothing special, just the kid who has Tourette's 

syndrome. But in truth, Michael is extremely special--he has electric powers. Michael thinks he is unique until he 

discovers that a cheerleader named Taylor has the same mysterious powers. With the help of Michael's friend, Ostin, the 

three of them set out to discover how Michael and Taylor ended up with their abilities, and their investigation soon brings 

them to the attention of a powerful group who wants to control the electric teens--and through them, the world.  

 J Fic Finney Finney, Patricia. Assassin (Book 1-2004) 

Thirteen-year-old Lady Grace Cavendish, favorite maid of honor of Elizabeth I, must solve a murder mystery and clear 

the name of her betrothed. It's the spring of 1569 and 13-year-old Lady Grace, the youngest lady-in-waiting to the Queen, 

finds herself at a glittering ball choosing amongst three suitors. But the Queen's generosity turns deadly as threats, dark 

secrets, and even murder descend on the Tudor court. And it is up to Grace to use her intelligence, stealth, and curious 

nature to solve the mystery that threatens the very lifeblood of England. 

 J Fic Fitzmaurice Fitzmaurice, Kathryn. Diamond in the Desert (2012) 

After the bombing of Pearl Harbor, thirteen-year-old Tetsu and his family are sent to the Gila River Relocation Center in 

Arizona where a fellow prisoner starts a baseball team, but when Tetsu's sister becomes ill and he feels responsible, he 

stops playing. 

 J Fic Gebhart Gebhart, Ryan There Will Be Bears(2014) 

Thirteen-year-old Tyson is determined to hunt an elk even if it means sneaking his Grandpa Gene out of a nursing home, a 

debut novel sparked with dry wit and wilderness adventure. 

 J Fic Gidwitz Gidwitz, Adam The Inquisitor’s Tale (2016) 

On a dark night, travelers from across France cross paths at an inn and begin to tell stories of three children. Their 

adventures take them on a chase through France: they are taken captive by knights, sit alongside a king, and save the land 

from a farting dragon. On the run to escape prejudice and persecution and save precious and holy texts from being burned, 

their quest drives them forward to a final showdown at Mont Saint-Michel, where all will come to question if these 
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children can perform the miracles of saints. Join William, an oblate on a mission from his monastery; Jacob, a Jewish boy 

who has fled his burning villa≥ and Jeanne, a peasant girl who hides her prophetic visions. They are accompanied by 

Jeanne''s loyal greyhound, Gwenforte . . . recently brought back from the dead. 

 J Fic Glewwe Glewwe, Eleanor Sparkers (Book 1-2014) 

In the city of Ashara, magicians rule all. Marah Levi is a promising violinist who excels at school and can read more 

languages than most librarians. Even so, she has little hope of a bright future: she is a sparker, a member of the oppressed 

lower class in a society run by magicians. Then a mysterious disease hits the city of Ashara, turning its victims' eyes dark 

before ultimately killing them. As Marah watches those whom she loves most fall ill, she finds an unlikely friend in 

Azariah, a wealthy magician boy. Together they pursue a cure in secret, but more people are dying every day, and time is 

running out. 

 J Fic Gourlay Gourlay, Candy. Tall Story (2010) 

Sixteen-year-old Bernardo, who is eight feet tall and suffers from a condition called Gigantism, leaves the Philipines to 

live with his mother's family in London, much to the delight of his thirteen-year-old half sister Andi, a passionate 

basketball player. 

 J Fic Gratz Gratz, Alan Refugee1065 (2017) 

JOSEF is a Jewish boy living in 1930s Nazi Germany. With the threat of concentration camps looming, he and his family 

board a ship bound for the other side of the world . . . ISABEL is a Cuban girl in 1994. With riots and unrest plaguing her 

country, she and her family set out on a raft, hoping to find safety in America . . . MAHMOUD is a Syrian boy in 2015. 

With his homeland torn apart by violence and destruction, he and his family begin a long trek toward Europe . . . All three 

kids go on harrowing journeys in search of refuge. All will face unimaginable dangers -- from drownings to bombings to 

betrayals. But there is always the hope of tomorrow . And although Josef, Isabel, and Mahmoud are separated by 

continents and decades, shocking connections will tie their stories together in the end. 

 J Fic  Grisham Grisham, John. Theodore Boone, Kid Lawyer Book 1-2010) 

With two attorneys for parents, thirteen-year-old Theodore Boone knows more about the law than most lawyers do. But 

when a high profile murder trial comes to his small town and Theo gets pulled into it, it's up to this amateur attorney to 

save the day. 

 J Fic Guterson Guterson, Ben Winterhouse (Book 1-2018) 

Elizabeth,eleven, spends Christmas break at Winterhouse hotel under strange circumstances, where she discovers that she 

has magic, and her love of puzzles helps her solve a mystery. 

 J Fic Guys  The Sports Pages (2012) 

A collection of sports stories featuring everything from fighting to friendship, set everywhere from the tennis court to the 

hockey rink. 

 J Fic Haddix Haddix, Margaret P. The Strangers (Greystone Secrets:Book 1- 2019) 

What makes you you? The Greystone kids thought they knew. Chess has always been the protector over his younger 

siblings, Emma loves math, and Finn does what Finn does best--acting silly and being adored. They've been a happy 

family, just the three of them and their mom. But everything changes when reports of three kidnapped children reach the 

Greystone kids, and they're shocked by the startling similarities between themselves and these complete strangers. The 

other kids share their same first and middle names. They're the same ages. They even have identical birthdays. Who, 

exactly, are these strangers?  

 Teen Hardinge Hardinge, Frances. Cuckoo Song (2015) 

In post-World War I England, eleven-year-old Triss nearly drowns in a millpond known as "The Grimmer" and emerges 

with memory gaps, aware that something's terribly wrong, and to try to set things right, she must meet a twisted architect 

who has designs on her family. 

 J Fic Harrington  Harrington, Karen Mayday (2016) 

A powerful coming-of-age story about the importance of finding your voice Wayne Kovok lives in a world of After. After 

his uncle in the army was killed overseas. After Wayne and his mother survived a plane crash while coming back from the 

funeral. After he lost his voice. Wayne has always used his love of facts to communicate. Without his voice, how will he 
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wow the prettiest girl in school? How will he stand up to his drill-sergeant grandfather? And how will he share his hopes 

with his deadbeat dad? It's not until Wayne loses his voice completely that he realizes how much he doesn't say. 

 J Fic Harris Harris, Teresa E. The Perfect Place (2014) 

Treasure's dad has disappeared and her mom sets out to track him down, leaving twelve-year-old Treasure and her little 

sister, Tiffany, in small-town Virginia with their eccentric, dictatorial Great-Aunt Grace. GAG (as the girls refer to her) is 

a terrible cook, she sets off Treasure's asthma with her cat and her chain smoking, and her neighbors suspect her in the 

recent jewel thefts. As the hope of finding their dad fades, the girls and their great-aunt begin to understand and 

accommodate one another. When a final dash to their dad's last known address proves unsuccessful, Treasure has to 

accept that he's gone for good. When she goes back to Great-Aunt Grace's, it is the first time she has returned to a place 

instead of just moving on.  

 J Fic Hartnett Hartnett, Sonya The Midnight Zoo (2011) 

Twelve-year-old Andrej, nine-year-old Tomas, and their baby sister Wilma flee their Romany encampment when it is 

attacked by Germans during World War II, and in an abandoned town they find a zoo where the animals tell their stories, 

helping the children understand what has become of their lives and what it means to be free. 

 J Fic Hashimi Hashimi, Nadia The Sky At Our Feet (2018) 

 Jason has just learned that his Afghan mother has been living illegally in the United States since his father was killed in 

Afghanistan. Although Jason was born in the US, it's hard to feel American now when he's terrified that his mother will be 

discovered--and that they will be separated. When he sees his mother being escorted from her workplace by two officers, 

Jason feels completely alone. He boards a train with the hope of finding his aunt in New York City, but as soon as he 

arrives in Penn Station, the bustling city makes him wonder if he's overestimated what he can do. 

 J Fic Haskell Haskell, Merrie The Castle Behind Thorns (2014)  

When Sand wakes up alone in a long-abandoned castle, he has no idea how he got there. The stories all said the place was 

ruined by an earthquake, and Sand did not expect to find everything inside torn in half or smashed to bits. Nothing lives 

here and nothing grows, except the vicious, thorny bramble that holds Sand prisoner. Why wasn't this in the stories? To 

survive, Sand does what he knows best--he fires up the castle's forge to mend what he needs. But the things he fixes work 

somehow better than they ought to. Is there magic in the mending? Or have the saints who once guarded this place 

returned? When Sand finds the castle's lost heir, Perrotte, they begin to untwine the dark secrets that caused the 

destruction. Putting together the pieces--of stone and iron, and of a broken life--is harder than Sand ever imagined, but it's 

the only way to regain their freedom. 

 J Fic Helget  Helget, Nicole Wonder at the Edge of the World (2015) 

In this captivating quest that spans the globe, a young girl who wants to know everything challenges her assumptions 

about family, loyalty, and friendship as she fights to save her father's legacy--and to begin creating her own. Hallelujah 

Wonder wants to become one of the first female scientists of the nineteenth century. She knows every specimen and rare 

artifact that her explorer father hid deep in a cave before he died, and she feels a great responsibility to protect the objects 

(particularly a mesmerizing and dangerous one called Medicine Head) from a wicked Navy captain who would use it for 

evil. Now she and her friend Eustace, a runaway slave, must set out on a sweeping adventure by land and by sea to the 

only place where no one will ever find the cursed relic.... 

 J Fic Hiaasen Hiaasen, Carl. Squirm (2018) 

 Some facts about Billy Dickens: * He once saw a biker swerve across the road in order to run over a snake. * Later, that 

motorcycle somehow ended up at the bottom of a canal. * Billy isn't the type to let things go. Some facts about Billy's 

family: * They've lived in six different Florida towns because Billy's mom insists on getting a house near a bald eagle 

nest. * Billy's dad left when he was four and is a total mystery. * Billy has just found his dad's address--in Montana. This 

summer, Billy will fly across the country, hike a mountain, float a river, dodge a grizzly bear, shoot down a spy drone, 

save a neighbor's cat, save an endangered panther, and then try to save his own father.  

 J Fic Hobbs Hobbs, Will. Take Me to the River (2011) 

When North Carolina fourteen-year-old Dylan Sands joins his fifteen-year-old cousin Rio in running the Rio Grande 

River, they face a tropical storm and a fugitive kidnapper. 
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 J Fic Holczer Holczer, Tracy The Secret Hum of a Daisy (2014) 

After 12-year-old Grace's mother's sudden death, Grace is forced to live with a grandmother she's never met. Then she 

discovers clues in a mysterious treasure hunt--one that will help her find her true home. 

 J Fic Johnson Johnson, Jaleigh The Mark of the Dragonfly (2014) 

Piper has never seen the Mark of the Dragonfly until she finds the girl amid the wreckage of a caravan in the Meteor 

Fields. The girl doesn't remember a thing about her life, but the intricate tattoo on her arm is proof that she's from the 

Dragonfly Territories and that she's protected by the king. Which means a reward for Piper if she can get the girl home. 

The one sure way to the Territories is the 401, a great old beauty of a train. But a ticket costs more coin than Piper could 

make in a year. And stowing away is a difficult prospect--everyone knows that getting past the peculiar green-eyed boy 

who stands guard is nearly impossible. Life for Piper just turned dangerous. A little bit magical. And very exciting, if she 

can manage to survive the journey. 

 J Fic Jones Jones, Diana W. Howl’s Moving Castle (Book 1-1986) 

Eldest of three sisters in a land where it is considered to be a misfortune, Sophie is resigned to her fate as a hat shop 

apprentice until a witch turns her into an old woman and she finds herself in the castle of the greatly feared wizard Howl. 

 J Fic Kalmar Kalmar, Daphne A Stitch In Time (2018) 

In 1927 Vermont, eleven-year-old Donut, recently orphaned after the death of her beloved pops, stands to lose everything 

when she learns her Aunt Agnes plans to move her to Boston, but little does her aunt know that Donut has no intentions of 

leaving her friends or her home. 

 J Fic Kelly Kelly, Jacqueline. The Evolution of Calpurnia Tate (Book 1-2009) 

In central Texas in 1899, eleven-year-old Callie Vee Tate is instructed to be a lady by her mother, learns about love from 

the older three of her six brothers, and studies the natural world with her grandfather, the latter of which leads to an 

important discovery. 

 J Fic Kelly Kellt, Lynne Song For a Whale (2019) 

From fixing the class computer to repairing old radios, twelve-year-old Iris is a tech genius. But she's the only deaf person 

in her school, so people often treat her like she's not very smart. If you've ever felt like no one was listening to you, then 

you know how hard that can be. When she learns about Blue 55, a real whale who is unable to speak to other whales, Iris 

understands how he must feel. 

 J Fic Kerr Kerr, Philip. The Winter Horses (2014) 

It will soon be another cold winter in the Ukraine. But it's 1941, and things are different this year. Max, the devoted 

caretaker of an animal preserve, must learn to live with the Nazis who have overtaken this precious land. He must also 

learn to keep secrets--for there is a girl, Kalinka, who is hiding in the park. Kalinka has lost her home, her family, her 

belongings--everything but her life. Still, she has gained one small, precious gift: a relationship with the rare wild and 

wily Przewalski's horses that wander the preserve. Aside from Max, these endangered animals are her only friends--until a 

Nazi campaign of extermination nearly wipes them out for good. Now Kalinka must set out on a treacherous journey 

across the frozen forest to save the only two surviving horses--and herself. 

 J Fic Kirby Kirby, Matthew J. The Arctic Code (Book 1-2015) 

The Earth is in the grip of a new Ice Age, and when twelve-year-old Eleanor's scientist mother disappears in the Arctic, 

Eleanor sets off on a dangerous journey to find her--and uncovers a mystery, a crime, and evidence that Earth has been 

visited by extraterrestrials. 

 Teen Klise Klise, James The Art of Secrets (2014) 

When some quirky art donated to a school fundraising effort to help a Pakistani American family, victims of a possible 

hate crime, is revealed to be an unknown work by a famous outsider artist, worth hundreds of thousands of dollars, adults 

and teenagers alike debate who should get the money and begin to question each other's motivations. 

 J Fic Lai Lai, Thanhha. Listen Slowly (2015) 

A California girl born and raised, Mai can't wait to spend her vacation at the beach. Instead, though, she has to travel to 

Vietnam with her grandmother, who is going back to find out what really happened to her husband during the Vietnam 

War. Mai's parents think this trip will be a great opportunity for their out-of-touch daughter to learn more about her 

culture. But to Mai, those are their roots, not her own. Vietnam is hot, smelly, and the last place she wants to be. 
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 J Fic Landy Landy, Derek. Skulduggery Pleasant (Book 1-2007) 

When twelve-year-old Stephanie inherits her weird uncle's estate, she must join forces with Skulduggery Pleasant, a 

skeleton mage, to save the world from the Faceless Ones. 

 J Fic Larson Larson, M. A. Pennyroyal Academy (Book 1- 2014) 

A girl from the forest arrives in a bustling kingdom with no name and no idea why she is there, only to find herself at the 

center of a world at war. She enlists at Pennyroyal Academy, where princesses and knights are trained to battle the two 

great menaces of the day: witches and dragons. There, given the name "Evie," she must endure a harsh training regimen 

under the steel glare of her Fairy Drillsergeant, while also navigating an entirely new world of friends and enemies. 

 J Fic L’Engle L’Engle, Madeleine. A Wrinkle in Time (Book 1-1962) 

Meg Murry and her friends become involved with unearthly strangers and a search for Meg's father, who disappeared 

while engaged in secret work for the government. 

 J Fic Levine Levine,Kristin. The Lions of Little Rock (2012) 

In 1958 Little Rock, Arkansas, painfully shy twelve-year-old Marlee sees her city and family divided over school 

integration, but her friendship with Liz, a new student, helps her find her voice and fight against racism. 

 J Fic Little Little, Kimberley G. Circle of Secrets (2012) 

A year after her mother has deserted the family, eleven-year-old Shelby goes to stay with her, deep in the Louisiana 

bayou, where they both confront old hurts and regrets. 

 J Fic Marciano Marciano, Johnny Klawde: Evil Alien Warlord Cat (Book 1 2019) 

Klawde had everything. Sharp claws. Fine fur. And, being the High Commander of the planet Lyttyrboks, an entire world 

of warlike cats at his command. But when he is stripped of his feline throne, he is sentenced to the worst possible 

punishment- exile to a small planet in a quiet corner of the universe . . . named Earth. 

 J Fic Mbalia Mbalia, Kwame Tristan Strong Punches a Hole in the Sky (2019) 

Tristan Strong feels anything but strong ever since he failed to save his best friend Eddie when they were in a bus accident 

together. But on his first night at his grandparents' farm, a sticky creature shows up in his bedroom and steals Eddie's 

notebook. When Tristan chases after, he finds himself in the middle of a battle that has left black American folk heroes 

John Henry and Brer Rabbit exhausted. In order to get back home, Tristan and these new allies will need to entice the god 

Anansi to come out of hiding. Can Tristan save this world before he loses more of the things he loves? 

 J Fic McVoy McVoy, Terra Elan Drive Me Crazy (2015) 

When Lana’s and Cassie’s grandparents marry each other, the girls find themselves stuck together on a crazy summer 

road trip that will change the course of their friendship and their lives. 

 J Fic Moore Moore, David Barclay The Stars Beneath Our Feet (2017) 

It's Christmas Eve in Harlem, but twelve-year-old Lolly Rachpaul and his mom aren't celebrating. They're still reeling 

from his older brother's death in a gang-related shooting just a few months earlier. Then Lolly's mother's girlfriend brings 

him a gift that will change everything: two enormous bags filled with Legos. Lolly's always loved Legos, and he prides 

himself on following the kit instructions exactly. Now, faced with a pile of building blocks and no instructions, Lolly must 

find his own way forward. 

 J Fic Morrison Morrison, Laurie Up For Air (2019) 

Thirteen-year-old Annabelle struggles in school, no matter how hard she tries. But as soon as she dives into the pool, she's 

unstoppable. She's the fastest girl on the middle school swim team, and when she's asked to join the high school team over 

the summer, everything changes. 

 J Fic Napoli Napoli, Donna Jo  Hunger: A Tale Of courage (2018) 

In the autumn of 1846 in Ireland, twelve-year-old Lorraine and her family struggle to survive during the Irish potato 

famine, but when Lorraine meets Miss Susannah, the daugher of the wealthy English landowner who owns Lorraine's 

family's farm, they form an unlikely friendship that they must keep secret due to the deep cultural divide between their 

two families. 

 J Fic Nesbet Nesbet, Anne. The Cloud and Wallfish (2018) 

Noah Keller has a pretty normal life, until one wild afternoon when his parents pick him up from school and head straight 

for the airport, telling him on the ride that his name isn't really Noah and he didn't really just turn eleven in March. And he 
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can't even ask them why - not because of his Astonishing Stutter, but because asking questions is against the newly 

instated rules. (Rule Number Two: Don't talk about serious things indoors, because Rule Number One: They will always 

be listening). As Noah-now "Jonah Brown"-and his parents head behind the Iron Curtain into East Berlin, the rules and 

secrets begin to pile up so quickly that he can hardly keep track of the questions bubbling up inside him  

 J Fic Nielsen Nielsen, Jennifer. The False Prince (Book 1-2012) 

In a discontented kingdom, civil war is brewing. To unify the divided people, Conner, a nobleman of the court, devises a 

cunning plan to find an impersonator of the king's long-lost son and install him as a puppet prince. Four orphans are 

recruited to compete for the role, including a defiant boy named Sage. Sage knows that Conner's motives are more than 

questionable, yet his life balances on a sword point-he must be chosen to play the prince or he will certainly be killed. But 

Sage's rivals have their own agendas as well. An extraordinary adventure filled with danger and action, lies and deadly 

truths that will have readers clinging to the edges of their seats. 

 J Fic Northrop Northrop, Michael Surrounded by Sharks (2014) 

On the first day of vacation thirteen-year-old Davey Tsering wakes up early, slips out of his family's hotel room without 

telling anyone, and heads for the beach and a swim in the warm Floridian waters--and a fateful meeting with a shark. 

 J Fic Palacio Palacio, R. J. Wonder (2012) 

Ten-year-old Auggie Pullman, who was born with extreme facial abnormalities and was not expected to survive, goes 

from being home-schooled to entering fifth grade at a private middle school in Manhattan, which entails enduring the 

taunting and fear of his clasassmates as he struggles to be seen as just another student. 

 J Fic Paterson Paterson, Katherine. My Brigadista Year (2017) 

When thirteen-year-old Lora tells her parents that she wants to join Premier Castro's army of young literacy teachers, her 

mother screeches to high heaven, and her father roars like a lion. Nora has barely been outside of Havana -- why would 

she throw away her life in a remote shack with no electricity, sleeping on a hammock in somebody's kitchen? But Nora is 

stubborn: didn't her parents teach her to share what she has with someone in need? Surprisingly, Nora's abuela takes her 

side, even as she makes Nora promise to come home if things get too hard. But how will Nora know for sure when that 

time has come? 

 J Fic Paulsen Paulsen, Gary. Flat Broke:the Theory, Practice and Destructive 

Properties of Greed (2011) 

Fourteen-year-old Kevin is a hard worker, so when his income is cut off he begins a series of businesses, from poker 

games to selling snacks, earning money to take a girl to a dance, but his partners soon tire of his methods. 

 J Fic Peel Peel, Kit Snow Summer (2016) 

Massive climate change has caused a winter that will not thaw, and it seems that the forces of nature have turned on 

humanity itself. But in the sleepy British village of Pateley, one special girl may hold the key to the earth's survival. Wyn, 

an orphan, has always known that she is different. Unable to feel the biting cold of wind and snow of Pateley's endless 

winter, she does what she can to blend in. But when mysterious figures start to appear in the village, insisting that she may 

have the power to restore order to the natural world, Wyn must look deep inside herself to face the secrets of her past that 

she has kept hidden even from herself 

 J Fic Philbrick Philbrick, W.R. Zane and the Hurricane: a Story of Katrina (2014) 

A twelve-year-old boy and his dog become trapped in New Orleans during the horrors of Hurricane Katrina. 

 J Fic Pinkney Pinkney, Andre D. Bird in a Box (2011) 

In 1936, three children meet at the Mercy Home for Negro Orphans in New York State, and while not all three are 

orphans, they are all dealing with grief and loss which together, along with the help of a sympathetic staff member and the 

boxing matches of Joe Louis, they manage to overcome. Includes author's notes. 

 J Fic Platt Platt, Chris Wind Dancer (2014) 

Having lost her beloved pony in a traumatic accident, thirteen-year-old Ali is reluctant to help her parents care for a 

neglected, malnourished Appaloosa but working with Wind Dancer is a good distraction from problems surrounding her 

brother, who recently returned from Afghanistan with a missing leg and PTSD. 

 J Fic Plourde Plourde, Lynn Maxi’s Secrets: or What You Can Learn From a  

   Dog (2016) 
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Timminy knows that moving to a new town just in time to start middle school when you are perfect bully bait is less than 

ideal. But he gets a great consolation prize in Maxi--a gentle giant of a dog who the family quickly discovers is deaf. 

Timminy is determined to do all he can to help Maxi--after all, his parents didn't return him because he was a runt. But 

when the going gets rough for Timminy, who spends a little too much time getting shoved into lockers at school, Maxi 

ends up being the one to help him --along with their neighbor, Abby, who doesn't let her blindness define her and bristles 

at Timminy's "poor-me" attitude. It turns out there's more to everyone than what's on the surface, whether it comes to 

Abby, Maxi, or even Timminy himself. 

 J Fic Practhett Pratchett, Terry Dragons at Crumbling Castle: and other Tales (2015) 

An illustrated collection of fourteen short stories featuring dragons and wizards, councilors and mayors, an adventurous 

tortoise and a monster in a lake, along with plenty of pointy hats and a few magic spells, written when the author was a 

teenaged newspaper reporter. 

 J Fic Preus Preus, Margi West of the Moon (2014) 

The story of Astri, a young Norwegian girl desperate to join her father in America. After being separated from her sister and 

sold to a cruel goat farmer, Astri makes a daring escape. She quickly retrieves her little sister, and, armed with a troll treasure, a 

book of spells and curses, and a possibly magic hairbrush, they set off for America. With a mysterious companion in tow and 

the malevolent "goatman" in pursuit, the girls head over the Norwegian mountains, through field and forest, and in and out of 

folktales and dreams as they steadily make their way east of the sun and west of the moon. 

 J Fic Reynolds Reynolds, Jason Look Both Ways (2019) 

Jason Reynolds conjures ten tales (one per block) about what happens after the dismissal bell rings, and brilliantly weaves 

them into one wickedly funny, piercingly poignant look at the detours we face on the walk home, and in life. 

 J Fic Rocco Rocco, John Swim the Rock (2014) 

When his dad goes missing in a fishing-boat accident, fourteen-year-old Jake refuses to think he may have lost his father 

forever. But suddenly, nothing seems certain in Jake's future, and now his family's diner may be repossessed by loan 

sharks. In Narragansett Bay, scrabbling out a living as a quahogger isn't easy, but with the help of some local clammers, 

Jake is determined to work hard and earn enough money to ensure his family's security and save the diner in time. 

 J Fic Roy Roy, Jennifer R. Playing Atari with Saddam Hussein (2018) 

For forty-two days in 1991, eleven-year-old Ali Fadhil and his family struggle to survive as Basra, Iraq, is bombed by the 

United States and its allies. 

 J Fic Rundell Rundell, Katherine Cartwheeling in Thunderstorms (2014) 

Living half-wild on an African farm with her horse, her monkey, and her best friend, every day is beautiful. But when her 

home is sold and Will is sent away to boarding school in England, the world becomes impossibly difficult. Lions and 

hyenas are nothing compared to packs of vicious schoolgirls. Where can a girl run to in London? And will she have the 

courage to survive? 

 J Fic Ryan Ryan, Pam, M. Becomimg Naomi Leon (2004) 

When Naomi's absent mother resurfaces to claim her, Naomi runs away to Mexico with her great-grandmother and 

younger brother in search of her father. 

 J Fic Saeed Saeed, Aisha Amal Unbound (2018) 

In Pakistan, Amal holds onto her dream of being a teacher even after becoming an indentured servant to pay off her 

family's debt to the wealthy and corrupt Khan family. 

 J Fic Schmidt Schmidt, Gary  What Came From the Stars (2012) 

In a desperate attempt for survival, a peaceful civilization on a faraway planet besieged by a dark lord sends its most 

precious gift across the cosmos into the lunchbox of Tommy Pepper, sixth grader, of Plymouth, Massachusetts. 

 J Fic Schult Schulz, Heidi Hook’s Revenge (2014) 

Twelve-year-old Jocelyn dreams of becoming every bit as daring as her infamous father, Captain James Hook. Her 

grandfather, on the other hand, intends to see her starched and pressed into a fine society lady. When she's sent to Miss 

Eliza Crumb-Biddlecomb's Finishing School for Young Ladies, Jocelyn's hopes of following in her father's fearsome 

footsteps are lost in a heap of dance lessons, white gloves, and way too much pink. So when Jocelyn receives a letter from 

her father challenging her to avenge his untimely demise at the jaws of the Neverland crocodile, she doesn't hesitate-here 

at last is the adventure she has been waiting for. 
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 J Fic Shull Shull, Megan The Swap (2014) 

When seventh-grader Ellie, who is having best-friend problems, and eighth-grader Jack, who is under tremendous 

pressure from his father, switch bodies and lives, they learn a great deal about themselves and the opposite sex. 

 J Fic Simon Simon, Tanya R.  Zora & Me: The Cursed Ground (2018) 

When Zora Neale Hurston and her best friend, Carrie Brown, discover that the town mute can speak after all, they think 

they've uncovered a big secret. But Mr. Polk's silence is just one piece of a larger puzzle that stretches back half a century 

to the tragic story of an enslaved girl named Lucia. 

 J Fic Sloan Sloan, Holly To Night Owl From Dogfish (2019) 

Bett Devlin, who's fearless, outgoing, and loves all animals as well as the ocean, lives in California. What they have in 

common is that they are both twelve years old, and are both being raised by single, gay dads. When their dads fall in love, 

Bett and Avery are sent, against their will, to the same sleepaway camp. Their dads hope that they will find common 

ground and become friends--and possibly, one day, even sisters. 

 J Fic Soontornvat Soontornvat, Christina In A Dark Land (Book 1-2016) 

All Izzy wants is for something interesting to happen in her sleepy little town. But her wish becomes all too real when a 

mysterious song floats through the woods and lures her little sister Hen into the forest...where she vanishes. A frantic 

search leads to a strange hole in the ground that Izzy enters. But on the other side, she discovers that the hole was not a 

hole, this place is not Earth, and Hen is not lost. She's been stolen away to the land of Faerie, and it's up to Izzy to bring 

her home. But inside Faerie, trouble is brewing-and Izzy is in way over her head. 

 J Fic Smibert Smibert, Angie Bone’s Gift (2018) 

In a southern Virginia coal-mining town in 1942, Bone Phillips has just reached the age when most members of her family 

discover their Gift. Bone has a Gift that disturbs her; she can sense stories when she touches an object that was important 

to someone. She sees both sad and happy--the death of a deer in an arrowhead, the pain of a beating in a baseball cap, and 

the sense of joy in a fiddle. There are also stories woven into her dead mama's butter-yellow sweater--stories Bone yearns 

for and fears. When Bone receives a note that says her mama's Gift is what killed her, Bone tries to uncover the truth. 

 J Fic Smith Smith, Dan My Friend the Enemy (2014) 

Peter feels compelled to help a wounded German pilot, but he doesn't want to be a traitor--especially not to his father, who 

is off fighting the Nazis. A moving story about the moral dilemmas of war. Summer 1941: For Peter, the war is a long 

way away, being fought by his father and thousands of other British soldiers against the faceless threat of Nazism. But 

war comes frighteningly close to home one night when a German jet is shot down over the neighboring woods. With his 

feisty new friend Kim, Peter rushes to the crash site to see if there's anything he can salvage. What he finds instead is a 

German airman. The enemy. Seriously wounded and in need of aid... 

 J Fic Snyder Snyder, Zilpha  The Headless Cupid (1971) 

Life is never quite the same again for eleven-year-old David after the arrival of his new stepsister, a student of the occult. 

 J Fic Spinelli Spinelli, Jerry. Warden’s Daughter (2017) 

L iving with her warden father in an apartment above a 1950s prison, Cammie O'Reilly struggles to come to terms with 

the loss of her mother, who died saving her from harm when she was a baby, and interacts with some of the reformed 

inmates. 

 J Fic Starmer Starmer, Aaron The Riverman (Book 1-2014) 

Fiona Loomis shows up at, neighbor, Alistair Cleary’s doorstep with a proposition: she wants him to write her biography. 

What begins as an odd vanity project gradually turns into a frightening glimpse into the mind of a potentially troubled girl. 

Fiona says that in her basement, there's a portal that leads to a magical world where a creature called the Riverman is 

stealing the souls of children. And Fiona's soul could be next. If Fiona really believes what she's saying, Alistair fears she 

may be crazy. But if it's true, her life could be at risk. 

 J Fic Stead  Stead, Rebecca Goodbye Stranger (2015) 

Bridge is an accident survivor who's wondering why she's still alive. Emily has new curves and an almost-boyfriend who 

wants a certain kind of picture. Tabitha sees through everybody's games--or so she tells the world. The three girls are best 

friends with one rule: No fighting. Can it get them through seventh grade? This year everything is different for Sherm 

Russo as he gets to know Bridge Barsamian. What does it mean to fall for a girl--as a friend? 
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 J Fic Stroud Stroud, Jonathan The Whispering Skull (Book 2-2014) 

In the six months since Anthony, Lucy, and George survived a night in the most haunted house in England, Lockwood & 

Co. hasn't made much progress. Quill Kipps and his team of Fittes agents keep swooping in on Lockwood's investigations. 

Finally, in a fit of anger, Anthony challenges his rival to a contest: the next time the two agencies compete on a job, the 

losing side will have to admit defeat in the Times newspaper.  

 J Fic Taylor Taylor, Theodore. Timothy of the Cay (series) 

Having survived being blinded and shipwrecked on a tiny Caribbean island with the old black man Timothy, twelve-year-

old white Phillip is rescued and hopes to regain his sight with an operation. Alternate chapters follow the life of Timothy 

from his days as a young cabin boy. 

 J Fic Tolkien Tolkien, J.R.R. The Hobbit, or, There and Back Again 

Bilbo Baggins, a respectable, well-to-do hobbit, lives comfortably in his hobbit-hole until the day the wandering wizard 

Gandalf chooses him to share in an adventure from which he may never return. 

 Teen Turnbull Turnbull, Ann. No Shame, No Fear. (2003) 

 In England in 1662, a time of religious persecution, fifteen-year-old Susanna, a poor country girl and a Quaker, and 

seventeen-year-old William, a wealthy Anglican, meet and fall in love against all odds. 

 J Fic Ursu Ursu, Anne.  Breadcrumbs(2011) 

Hazel and Jack are best friends until an accident with a magical mirror and a run-in with a villainous queen find Hazel on 

her own, entering an enchanted wood in the hopes of saving Jack's life. 

 J Fic Vanderpool Vanderpool, Clare. Moon Over Manifest (2010) 

Twelve-year-old Abilene Tucker is the daughter of a drifter who, in the summer of 1936, sends her to stay with an old 

friend in Manifest, Kansas, where he grew up, and where she hopes to find out some things about his past. 

 J Fic Walden Walden, Mark H.I.V.E.: Higher Institute of Villainous Education (2006) 

Still trapped at the Higher Institute of Villainous Education, or H.I.V.E., evil-genius-in-training Otto Malpense is nearly 

assassinated and must now not only try to escape, but also find out who murdered his best friend--and save himself. 

 J Fic VanDraanen Van Draanen, Wendelin The Secret Life of Lincoln Jones (2016) 

My secret life is filled with psychic vampires, wheelchair zombies, chain-rattlin' ghosts, and a one-eyed cat. But they're 

nothing compared to my real-life stalker: a sixth-grade girl named Kandi Kain. . . . Lincoln Jones is always working on 

the latest story he's got going in his notebook. Those stories are his refuge. A place where the hero always prevails and the 

bad guy goes to jail. Real life is messy and complicated, so Lincoln sticks to fiction and keeps to himself. Which works 

fine until a nosy girl at his new school starts prying into his private business. She wants to know what he's writing, where 

he disappears to after school, and why he never talks to anybody. . . . 

 J Fic Vawter Vawter, Vince. Paperboy (2013) 

When an eleven-year-old boy takes over a friend's newspaper route in July, 1959, in Memphis, his debilitating stutter 

makes for a memorable month. 

 J Fic Venkatraman Venkatraman, Padma The Bridge Home (2019) 

When Viji and her sister, Rukku, whose developmental disability makes her overly trusting and vulnerable to the perils of 

the world, run away to live on their own, the situation could not be more grim. Life on the streets of the teeming city of 

Chennai is harsh for girls considered outcasts, but the sisters manage to find shelter on an abandoned bridge. There they 

befriend Muthi and Arul, two boys in a similar predicament, and the four children bond together and form a family of 

sorts. 

 J Fic Warga Warga, Jasmine Other Words For Home (2019) 

Jude never thought she'd be leaving her beloved older brother and father behind, all the way across the ocean in Syria. But 

when things in her hometown start becoming volatile, Jude and her mother are sent to live in Cincinnati with relatives. At 

first, everything in America seems too fast and too loud. The American movies that Jude has always loved haven't quite 

prepared her for starting school in the US--and her new label of "Middle Eastern," an identity she's never known before. 

 J Fic Wey Wey, Garret  The Language Of Spells (2018) 

Grisha the dragon is born in the Black Forest in 1803, the last year any dragon was born, and while young he was trapped 

by the emperor's sorcerer, and turned into a teapot, which was frustrating but kept him alive while magic and other 
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dragons were disappearing--until one day he meets Maggie, a poet's daughter, and the two ofthem set out to discover what 

happened to all the other dragons. 

 J Fic Wiles  Wiles, Deborah Revolution (Book 2-2014) 

It is 1964, and Sunny's town, Greenwood, Mississippi, is being invaded. So is her home. Her daddy got married last 

summer, and her house filled up with a new stepmother, Annabelle, a new brother, Gillette, and a new sister, Audrey. 

Sunny's new family has been growing together, but when Gillette tattles to her father, things grow chilly between them. 

Greenwood has been tense and chilly too, but that's because students and "agitators" from up north have driven down in 

buses for a Freedom Summer, to help register citizens in the town to vote. Everyone in the town, from the churches to the 

schools to the movie theaters, has been choosing sides, and Sunny suddenly understands how scary it can be to help 

people out, even when you know you're doing good. 

 J Fic Wolk Wolk, Lauren  Beyond the Bright Blue Sea (2017) 

The moving story of an orphan, determined to know her own history, who discovers the true meaning of family. Twelve-

year-old Crow has lived her entire life on a tiny, isolated piece of the starkly beautiful Elizabeth Islands in Massachusetts. 

Abandoned and set adrift in a small boat when she was just hours old, Crow's only companions are Osh, the man who 

rescued and raised her, and Miss Maggie, their fierce and affectionate neighbor across the sandbar. Crow has always been 

curious about the world around her, but it isn't until the night a mysterious fire appears across the water that the unspoken 

question of her own history forms in her heart. 

 J Fic Woods Woods, Brenda The Unsung Hero of Birdsong USA (2019) 

On Gabriel's twelfth birthday, he gets a new bike--and is so excited that he accidentally rides it right into the path of a car. 

Fortunately, a Black man named Meriwether pushes him out of the way just in time, and fixes his damaged bike. As a 

thank you, Gabriel gets him a job at his dad's auto shop. Gabriel's dad hires him with some hesitation, however, 

anticipating trouble with the other mechanic, who makes no secret of his racist opinions. 

 J Fic Woodson Woodson, Jacqueline Harbor Me (2018) 

It all starts when six kids have to meet for a weekly chat--by themselves, with no adults to listen in. There, in the room 

they soon dub the ARTT Room (short for "A Room to Talk"), they discover it's safe to talk about what's bothering them--

everything from Esteban's father's deportation and Haley's father's incarceration to Amari's fears of racial profiling and 

Ashton's adjustment to his changing family fortunes. 

 J Fic Yolen Yolen, Jane. Snow in Summer (2011) 

Recasts the tale of Snow White, setting it in West Virginia in the 1940s with a stepmother who is a snake-handler. 

GRAPHICS 

 J Graphic Faulkner Faulkner, Matt Gaijin: American Prisoner of War: a Graphic Novel 

With a white mother and a Japanese father, Koji Miyamoto quickly realises that his home in San Francisco is no longer a 

welcoming one after Pearl Harbor is attacked. And once he's sent to an internment camp, he learns that being half white at 

the camp is just as difficult as being half Japanese on the streets of an American city during WWII. Koji's story, based on 

true events, is brought to life by Matt Faulkner's cinematic illustrations that reveal Koji struggling to find his place in a 

tumultuous world-one where he is a prisoner of war in his own country. 

 J Graphic Jamieson  Jamieson, Victoria All’s Faire In Middle School (2017) 

 Eleven-year-old Imogene (Impy) has grown up with two parents working at the Renaissance Faire, and she's eager to 

begin her own training as a squire. First, though, she'll need to prove her bravery. Luckily Impy has just the quest in mind-

she'll go to public school after a life of being homeschooled! But it's not easy to act like a noble knight-in-training in 

middle school. Impy falls in with a group of girls who seem really nice (until they don't) and starts to be embarrassed of 

her thrift shop apparel, her family's unusual lifestyle, and their small, messy apartment. Impy has always thought of 

herself as a heroic knight, but when she does something really mean in order to fit in, she begins to wonder whether she 

might be more of a dragon after all. 

 J Graphic Meconis Meconis, Dylan Queen of the Sea (2019) 

Cult graphic novelist Dylan Meconis offers a rich reimagining of history in this beautifully detailed hybrid novel loosely 

based on the exile of Queen Elizabeth I by her sister, Queen Mary.When her sister seizes the throne, Queen Eleanor of 

Albion is banished to a tiny island off the coast of her kingdom, where the nuns of the convent spend their days peacefully 
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praying, sewing, and gardening. But the island is also home to Margaret, a mysterious young orphan girl whose life is 

upturned when the cold, regal stranger arrives. 

 J Graphic Montgomery   Montgomery, L.M. Anne Of Green Gables: A Graphic Novel (2017) 

he magic of L.M. Montgomery's treasured classic is reimagined in a whimsically-illustrated graphic novel adaptation 

perfect for newcomers and kindred spirits alike. When Matthew and Marilla Cuthbert decide to adopt an orphan who can 

help manage their family farm, they have no idea what delightful trouble awaits them. With flame-red hair and an 

unstoppable imagination, 11-year-old Anne Shirley takes Green Gables by storm. 

 J Graphic Olympians O’Connor, George Hermes: Tales Of The Trickster (2018) 

In volume ten of Olympians, George O'Connor delves into the myth of Hermes, the trickster god. From his infancy, when 

he bewitches animals and bends them to his will (stealing a herd of Apollo's prize cattle in the bargain), to his adolescence 

and adulthood when he becomes father to the equally mischievous Pan, Hermes's story is wildly entertaining as he brings 

a little bit of chaos to everything he touches or creates.  

 J Graphic Ostertag Ostertag, Molly The Witch Boy (2017) 

In thirteen-year-old Aster's family, all the girls are raised to be witches, while boys grow up to be shapeshifters. Anyone 

who dares cross those lines is exiled. Unfortunately for Aster, he still hasn't shifted . . . and he's still fascinated by 

witchery, no matter how forbidden it might be. When a mysterious danger threatens the other boys, Aster knows he can 

help -- as a witch. 

 J Graphic Sell Sell Chad The Cardboard Kingdom (2018) 

Follows the adventures of a group of neighborhood children who create costumes from cardboard and use their 

imagination in adventures with knights, robots, and monsters. 

 J Graphic Tapalansky Tapalansky, Nick Cast No Sahdow (2017) 

Greg has lived in Lancaster his whole life. The town's always had its quirks, and being born without a shadow means he's 

counted among them. When Greg discovers an old mansion in the woods just outside of town, he didn't expect to meet a 

smart, beautiful, funny, and...very dead teenaged girl named Eleanor. Yeah. He's in love with a ghost. And before he 

knows what's happening, Greg finds himself at the wrong end of a history lesson when the town's past, and his own, 

threaten to pull the two of them apart permanently! 

 J Graphic Telgemeier Telgemeier, Raina. Drama (2012) 

Callie rides an emotional roller coaster while serving on the stage crew for a middle school production of Moon over 

Mississippi as various relationships start and end, and others never quite get going. 

 Teen Graphic Phelan Phelan, Matt. Around the World (2011) 

Challenged with circling the world at the end of the nineteenth century, three very different adventurers--avid bicyclist 

Thomas Stevens, fearless reporter Nellie Bly, and retired sea captain Joshua Slocum--embark on epic journeys. 

 

 

BIOGRAPHIES 

 

  J Biography Arnold, B. Sheinkin, Steve The Notorious Benedict Arnold: a True Story  

   of Adventures, Heroism, & Bravery (2010) 

Provides a biography of America's first traitor--Benedict Arnold--that reads like an adventure tale, full of heroism, 

treachery, battle scenes, and surprising twists 

 Teen Biography Beals, M.   Beals, Melba March Forward Girl: From Young Warrior to Little 

Rock Nine (2018) 

From the legendary civil rights activist and author of the million-copy selling Warriors Don't Cry comes an ardent and 

profound childhood memoir of growing up while facing adversity in the Jim Crow South. Long before she was one of the 

Little Rock Nine, Melba Pattillo Beals was a warrior.  

 J Biography Beatles Sandler, Martin How the Beatles Changed the World (2014) 

The Beatles' first appearance on the Ed Sullivan show, has been called "a night that changed the course of American 

culture." More than seventy million television viewers - the largest-ever audience for an entertainment show - watched the 
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Beatles' performance that February 9, 1964. It was only the beginning. Had the Beatles been simply the most successful 

musical group of all time, their place in history would be secure. But they were much, much more. The Beatles changed 

popular culture forever. They changed the way people listened to music and experienced its role in their lives. And they 

were even more. For as their work matured, they became nothing less than the embodiment of the social and cultural 

revolutions of the 1960s. 

 J Biography Bernstein, L.   Rubin, Susan G. Music Was It: Young Leonard Berstein (2011) 

Describes the musician's childhood and education, his relationship with his family, and his career as a composer and 

conductor. 

 J Biography DePrince DePrince, Michaela Taking Flight: From War Orphan to Star 

Ballerina(2014) 

Michaela DePrince was known as girl Number 27 at the orphanage, where she was abandoned at a young age and 

tormented as a "devil child" for a skin condition that makes her skin appear spotted. But it was at the orphanage that 

Michaela would find a picture of a beautiful ballerina en pointe that would help change the course of her life. At the age 

of four, Michaela was adopted by an American family, who encouraged her love of dancing and enrolled her in classes. 

She went on to study at the Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis School at the American Ballet Theatre and is now the youngest 

principal dancer with the Dance Theatre of Harlem. 

 J Biography Dias, M. Dias,Marley Marley Dias Gets It Done: And So Can You! (2018) 

Marley Dias, the powerhouse girl-wonder who started the #1000blackgirlbooks campaign, speaks to kids about her 

passion for making our world a better place, and how to make their dreams come true! 

 J Biography Grandin, T.     Montgomery, Sy. Temple Grandin: How the Girl who Loved Cows 

Embraced Autism and Changed the World (2012) 

An authorized portrait about Grandin's life with autism and her groundbreaking work as a scientist and designer of 

cruelty-free livestock facilities describes how she overcame key disabilities through education and the support of her 

mother. 

 J Biography Judge, O. Dunbar, E. A.  Never Caught, The Story Of Ona Judge : George And  

  Martha Washington's Courageous Slave Who Dared To run Away (2019) 

 In this incredible narrative, Erica Armstrong Dunbar reveals a fascinating and heartbreaking behind-the-scenes look at the 

Washingtons' when they were the First Family--and an in-depth look at their slave, Ona Judge, who dared to escape from 

one of the nation's Founding Fathers. Born into a life of slavery, Ona Judge eventually grew up to be George and Martha 

Washington's "favored" dower slave. When she was told that she was going to be given as a wedding gift to Martha 

Washington's granddaughter, Ona made the bold and brave decision to flee to the north, where she would be a fugitive.  

 J Biography Kahlo, F, Reef, Catherine Frida & Diego: Art, Love Life (2014) 

Nontraditional, controversial, rebellious, and politically volatile, the Mexican artists Frida Kahlo and Diego Rivera are 

remembered for their provocative paintings as well as for their deep love for each other. Their marriage was one of the 

most tumultuous and infamous in history--filled with passion, pain, betrayal, revolution, and, above all, art that helped 

define the twentieth century. Catherine Reef's inspiring and insightful dual biography features numerous archival photos 

and full-color reproductions of both artists' work. 

 J Biography London, J. Lourie, P. Jack London and the Klondike Gold Rush (2017) 

Swept up in the Gold Rush of 1897, young Jack London headed north to strike it rich in the Klondike and discovered 

something more precious than gold--the seeds of the stories that would flower into his classic novels The Call of the Wild 

and White Fang , and timeless short stories such as "To Build A Fire." This gripping tale follows London as he treks up 

the ruthless Chilkoot Trail, braves the lethal Whitehorse Rapids, survives a bad case of scurvy, and conquers many more 

dangers of the Yukon during his quest for gold. 

 J Biography Lloyd, C. Lloyd, Ca. All Heart: my dedication and determination (2016) 

In the summer of 2015, the U.S. women's national soccer team won the World Cup behind an epic performance by Carli 

Lloyd. Carli, a midfielder, scored three goals in the first sixteen minutes--the greatest goal-scoring effort in the history of 

World Cup finals. But there was a time when Carli almost quit soccer. She struggled with doubts and low confidence. 
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 J Biography 920 B813 Bragg, Georgi. How They Croaked: the Awful Ends of the  

   Awfully Famous (2011) 

This fascinating collection of remarkable deaths relays all the gory details of how 19 world figures gave up the ghost, 

including King Tut, Julius Caesar, George Washington, Edgar Allan Poe, and Henry VIII. 

 J Biography 920 S312 Schatz, Kate Rad Women Worldwide: artists and athletes, pirates and 

punks, and other revolutionaries who shaped history (2016) 

eaturing an array of diverse figures from Hatshepsut (the great female king who ruled Egypt peacefully for two decades) 

and Malala Yousafzi (the youngest person to win the Nobel Peace Prize) to Poly Styrene (legendary teenage punk and 

lead singer of X-Ray Spex) and Liv Arnesen and Ann Bancroft (polar explorers and the first women to cross Antarctica), 

this progressive and visually arresting book is a compelling addition to women's history.  

NONFICTION 

 J 291.13 O49 Ollhoff, Jim. Middle Eastern Mythology (series) 

Provides information about Middle Eastern myths and includes the Babylonian creation myth, Gilgamesh, King of Uruk, 

and Canaanite and Mesopotamian gods and goddesses. 

 J 303.48 E??? Easton, Emily Enough: 20 Protesters Who Changed America (2018) 

With a foreword from a Parkland shooting survivor, this lushly illustrated picture book introduces young readers to 

America's most influential protesters--from Harriet Tubman and Martin Luther King Jr. to contemporary groundbreakers 

like transgender teen Jazz Jennings. 

 J 323.4 F853 Freedman, Russell Because They Marched: the People’s Campaign  

   for Voting Rights that Changed America’(2014) 

For the 50th anniversary of the 1965 march for voting right from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama, Newberry Medalist 

Russell Freedman has written a riveting account of this pivotal event in the history of civil rights. Illustrated with more 

than forty photographs, this is an essential chronicle of events every American should know. 

 J 333.7 C346 Castaldo, Nancy Back From the Brink (2018) 

The acclaimed author of Sniffer Dogs details the successful efforts of scientists to bring threatened animals back from the 

brink of extinction, perfect for animal lovers and reluctant nonfiction readers. 

 J 361.2 W361 Hudson, Wade We Rese, We Resist, We Raises Our voices (2018) 

What do we tell our children when the world seems bleak, and prejudice and racism run rampant? With 96 lavishly 

designed pages of original art and prose, fifty diverse creators lend voice to young activists. Featuring poems, letters, 

personal essays, art, and other works …. 

 J 398.45 L881 Losure, Mary. The Fairy Ring or, Elsie and Frances Fool the World 

(2012) 

The enchanting true story of a girl who saw fairies, and another with a gift for art, who concocted a story to stay out of 

trouble and ended up fooling the world. 

 J 523.88 D298 DeCristofano, C. A Black Hole Is Not a Hole (2012) 

Introduces black holes, describing their physical features, how they were discovered, what causes them, and where they 

exist in space. 

 J 551.55 C522 Cherrix, Amy E. Eye of the Storm : NASA, Drones & the Race to Crack 

the Hurricane Code (2017) 

Ten million Americans live in hurricane danger zones, but how do we know if or when to evacuate? We must predict both 

when a storm will strike and how strong it will be. A daring NASA earth science mission may have finally found a way to 

crack this hurricane code. Dr. Scott Braun is the principal investigator for the Hurricane and Severe Storm Sentinel 

mission (HS3), which flies repurposed military drone over hurricanes so that scientists can gather data. But the stakes are 

high and time is running out. In the first Scientists in the Field book entirely about weather, meet the NASA team on the 

cutting edge of meteorological field science. 

 J 569.9 D311 Deem, James. Faces From the Past: Forgotten People of  

   North America (2012) 
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Once, no humans lived on the continent of North America; then they began to journey, the first migrants arriving perhaps 

15,000 to 20,000 years ago. nbsp; When a skeleton from long-ago centuries is discovered, scientists want to study it for 

information about the person’s life and death, about her or his time and place in history. Sometimes artists are asked to 

reconstruct faces from the past using copies of their skulls. Then these nameless, unknown people can be "brought back to 

life"--remembered, and honored. 

 J 574.5 J68 Johnson, Rebecca Zombie Makers: True Stories of Nature’s Undead (2013) 

Are zombies real? As far as we know, dead people do not come back to life and start walking around, looking for trouble. 

But there are things that can take over the bodies and brains of innocent creatures, turning them into senseless slaves. 

Meet nature's zombie makers--including a fly-enslaving fungus, a suicide worm, and a cockroach-taming wasp--and their 

victims. 

 J 575 P957 Pringle, Laurence. Billions of Years, Amazing Changes: (2011) 

Ever since Charles Darwin revealed his landmark ideas about evolution in 1859, new findings have confirmed, expanded, 

and refined his concepts. Now, author Laurence Pringle, one of the nation's premier science writers, brings together the 

pillars of evidence that support our understanding of evolution in this ALA Notable Children's Book. Field biology, 

genetics, geology, paleontology, and medicine all add to the impressive structure of evidence. 

 J 591 K25 Keating, Jess Cute As An Axolotl (2018) 

The Internet pretty much runs on cute animal photos, but "cute" is so much more than clickbait kittens and insta-pups. 

Cute is for feathery-gilled axolotls (pronounced- ax-uh-LOT-ulz), shy pygmy hippos, poisonous blue dragons, and 

armored pangolins. All of these animals are cute, but they've also adapted remarkable ways to survive in their unique 

environments. With her signature blend of humor and zoological know-how, Pink Is for Blobfish author Jess Keating 

shows how cute animals can be more than just a pretty face in this latest installment of the World of Weird Animals. 

 J 591.18 D942 Duprat, Guillaume Eye Spy: Wild Ways Animals See The World (2018) 

Readers will see exactly how animals view the world around them in this innovative and exciting lift-the-flap book. Ever 

wonder what your cat is watching through the window? Or how having eyes on the sides of its head changes the world for 

a horse? And what would life be like seeing in 5 colors instead of only 3? After a whirlwind tour of how eyes work, 

children will lift the flaps to find out how animals as different as dogs, owls, and chameleons see the same scene.  

 J 595.7 A328 Albee, Sarah Bugged: How Insects Changed History (2014) 

There are about ten quintillion insects in the world--and some of them have affected human history in tremendous ways! 

For as long as humans have been on earth, we've co-existed with insects . . . for better or for worse. Once you begin to 

look at world history through fly-specked glasses, you begin to see the mark of these minute life forms at every turn. 

Beneficial bugs have built empires. Bad bugs have toppled them. 

 J 612.79 S221 Sanchez, Anita Itch!: Everything You Didn’t Want To Know About What 

   Makes You Scratch (2018) 

Everybody gets itchy, and every kid will love this title that scratches the itch to know more and about the history, 

anatomy, botany, biology behind it. You can feel it coming on--that terrible, tortuous ITCH. As irritating as an itch is, it is 

also your body's way of sending you a message you can't miss, like you've brushed up against poison ivy or lice have 

taken up residence in your hair.  

 J 615.9 A328 Albee, Sarah Poison: Deadly Deeds, Perilous Professions… (2017) 

Science geeks and armchair detectives will soak up this non-lethal, humorous account of the role poisons have played in 

human history. Perfect for STEM enthusiasts! a For centuries, people have been poisoning one another-changing personal 

lives and the course of empires alike. a From spurned spouses and rivals, to condemned prisoners like Socrates, to 

endangered emperors like Alexander the Great, to modern-day leaders like Joseph Stalin and Yasser Arafat, poison has 

played a starring role in the demise of countless individuals. And those are just the deliberate poisonings. Medical 

mishaps, greedy osnake oilo salesmen and food contaminants, poisonous Prohibition, and industrial toxins also impacted 

millions. a Part history, part chemistry, part whodunit, Poison- Deadly Deeds, Perilous Professions, and Murderous 

Medicines traces the role poisons have played in history from antiquity to the present and shines a ghoulish light on the 

deadly intersection of human nature . . . and Mother Nature. 
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 J 629.13 G624 Goldstone Lawrence Higher, Steeper, Faster: The Daredevils Who 

Conquered the Skies (2017) 

Discover the daring aviation pioneers who made the dream of powered flight a reality, forever changing the course of 

history. 

 J 629.43 R951 Rusch, Elizabeth. The Mighty Mars Rovers: the Incredible  

   Adventures of Spirit and Opportunity (2012) 

The story of the two robot vehicles, Spirit and Opportunity, that were sent to explore Mars, lasting far past their projected 

lives of 3 months and sending back invaluable images of the environmentally hostile planet. 

 J 629.43 S425 Scott Elaine To Pluto & Beyond: The Amazing Voyage of New  

   Horizons (2018) 

For Stephen Hawking, New Horizons signifies that "We explore because we are human and we want to know." This 

remarkable ship, no bigger than a piano, and using no more energy than a lightbulb, has already traveled three billion 

miles out to Pluto, and is continuing on to the Kuiper Belt, the farthest reaches of our solar system.  

 J 629.45 S631 Slade, Suzanne Countdown: 2979 Days To The Moon (2018) 

In 1961, President John F. Kennedy announced that the United States would try to land a man on the Moon by the end of 

the decade. During the two thousand, nine hundred and seventy-nine days that followed his speech, eighteen astronauts 

climbed into spaceships; three of them died before even leaving the ground. Eight rockets soared into space. And four 

hundred thousand people -- engineers, technicians, scientists, mathematicians, and machinists -- joined Project Apollo in 

hopes of making the dream a reality 

 J 636.7 B351 Bausum, Ann Stubby the War Dog: The True Story of 

   World War I’s Bravest Dog (2014) 

Private Robert Conroy casually adopted the orphan pup while attending basic training on the campus of Yale University 

in 1917. The Connecticut volunteer never imagined that his stray dog would become a war hero. He just liked the little 

guy. When Conroy's unit shipped out for France, he smuggled his new friend aboard. By the time Stubby encountered 

Conroy's commanding officer, the dog had perfected his right-paw salute. Charmed, the CO awarded Stubby mascot status 

and sent him along with Conroy's unit to the Western Front. Stubby's brave deeds earned him a place in history and in the 

Smithsonian Institution where his stuffed body can still be seen.  

 J 659.19 C978 Curtis, Andrea Eat This: How Fast-Food Marketing Gets You To Buy  

    Junk… (2017) 

An exploration of media literacy and food literacy, Eat this! looks at what exactly marketing is and touches on the latest 

strategies aimed at kids, including product placement, advergames, cartoon and celebrity endorsements and school 

fundraising. On each page spread, Andrea Curtis provides research-based insights into all aspects of the fast food industry 

and, perhaps most importantly, offers kids examples and ideas about how they can push back -- taking charge of their own 

health and well-being. 

 J 770 T484 Thomson, Ruth Photos Framed (2014) 

Explores some of the most famous photographs in history, including Stephen Dalton's "Ladybird Take-off," Charles C. 

Ebbets' "Lunchtime atop a Skyscraper," and Neil Leifer's "Muhammad Ali versus Sonny Liston." 

 J 796.426 S747 Speno, Andrew The Great American Foot Race (2017) 

Fascinating introduction to the little-known event--the Transcontinental Foot Race, which came to be known as the 

Bunion Derby. It is set in 1928, the height of the Roaring Twenties--a time of optimism, a time of excess, and the Age of 

Ballyhoo. Publicity-seeking Americans tried to outdo each other with outrageous stunts. Dance marathoners danced for 

days on end, pole-sitters sat atop flagpoles for weeks, trained athletes worked to beat records, and Charles Lindbergh 

made the first solo transatlantic flight. What could top this? Cyrus Avery, an ordinary Oklahoma businessman, teamed up 

with C. C. Pyle, the "P. T. Barnum of Professional Sports," to hold a transcontinental foot race. More than 100 men of all 

races and nationalities started the race in California and faced all manner of obstacles--from extreme weather to poor food 

and living conditions, to prejudice to injury--to make the cross-country journey across the United States, ending in New 

York City. 

 J 811.54 A239 Adoff, Arnold. Roots and Blues: a Celebration (2011) 
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Lyrical text explores how blues have been part of everyday life throughout history, from its origins in the sounds of the 

Earth, through slaves' voices singing of freedom, to today's greatest performers--and listeners. 

 J 881.54 L674 Lewis, J. Patrick Voices From the March on Washington(2012 ) 

Six fictional characters, in cycles of linked poems, relate their memories of the historic day in 1963 when more than 

250,000 people from across the United States joined together to march on Washington, D.C., calling for civil and 

economic rights for African Americans. 

 J 940.5475 F245 Farrell, Mary Cronk Pure Grit: How American World War II Nurses  

   Survived Battles and Prison Camps in the Pacific(2014) 

In the early 1940s, young women enlisted for peacetime duty as U.S. Army nurses. But when the Japanese attack on Pearl 

Harbor in 1941 blasted the United States into World War II, 101 American Army and Navy nurses serving in the 

Philippines were suddenly treating wounded and dying soldiers while bombs exploded all around them. The women 

served in jerry-rigged jungle hospitals on the Bataan Peninsula and in underground tunnels on Corregidor Island. Later, 

when most of them were captured by the Japanese as prisoners of war, they suffered disease and near-starvation for three 

years. Pure Grit is a story of sisterhood and suffering, of tragedy and betrayal, of death and life. 

 J 959.704 F853 Freedman, Russell Vietnam: a history of the war (2016) 

Describing how a superpower caught up in Cold War politics became increasingly enmeshed in a conflict over 8,000 

miles away, he then explains why twenty years later an exit was so difficult. In words and photographs he chronicles the 

unfolding events in Vietnam and at home as increasing numbers of young men were sent into the jungles to fight. After 

assessing the catastrophic damage, Freedman concludes the book with a hopeful epilogue on Vietnam today. 

 J 970.1 Y43 Yellowhrn, Eldon Turtle Island:The Story of North America’s First People 

(2017) 

Unlike most books that chronicle the history of  Native peoples beginning with the arrival of Europeans in 1492, this book 

goes back to the Ice Age to give readers a glimpse of what life was like pre-contact. The title, Turtle Island , refers to a 

Native myth that explains how North and Central America were formed on the back of a turtle. Based on archeological 

finds and scientific research, we now have a clearer picture of how the Indigenous people lived. Using that knowledge, the 

authors take the reader back as far as 14,000 years ago to imagine moments in time. 

 J  971.6 W184 Walker, Sally. Blizzard of Glass:the Halifax Explosion of 1917(2011) 

On  December 6, 1917, two ships collided in Halifax Harbour. One ship was loaded top to bottom with munitions and one 

held medical supplies, both intended for wartorn Europe. The resulting blast flattened two towns, Halifax and Dartmouth, 

and killed nearly 2,000 people. As if that wasn't devastating enough, a blizzard hit the next day, dumping more than a foot 

of snow on the area and paralyzing much-needed relief efforts. 

Turtle Island: 


