: .REPRDDUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES' .

Gommonwealth nf Massarhusetits
CITY OF LOWELL
City Clerk’s Office,........... Jaly 17, 1818 ..
CERTIFICATE OF RECORD OF DEATH
Name of DECERERL <o v aivamsimainmmsriaisisy JOhngonww Age.... 2 ﬁ,.Yrs e et MO oo e Days
D eatherorrr NOVOUDEX. B7, 1865 .. ... Hesord oo S
Sex e MALE Color, White, .o CORAOR, oo Married .. .

Residence and place of Death
(the same unless specified) LOWGll,M&SE.

Maiden Hushand’s

<O RO O TSI 5 SRR S .
Oooupati ot T s s 0 e Birthplace ..................................... i reland _______________________________
Nathor,.. VBN Oonway . N Nehe .t MATY mee
e Ptrer,....Irelapd ... e T S .. -7 . - S

Disease or Cause of Death, GOnﬂumPt 1OI1

Place of Burial or Remnval,,,,.,...,.,,...,..Y.ar_d._._ﬁ_,_..ngﬂ...,al.;..,.l.{)t la,gravﬁl,LOWBJ.I.,EJT&SS.

I certify the foregoing to be a true extract from the Record of Deaths in the City of
Lowell. This cetificate is issued under the provisions of Section 14, Chapter 29, Revised Laws.

WITNESS my hand and the seal of the said city of
Lowell on the day and year [irst above written.

s <. 9 \32 Lo Gity Clerk
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. JULIA A.CLARK o
Tkmm L -gReaE . Origs1069517
COPY MABRIAGE REGORD
Merriages City Loﬁell,Mﬁss year 1867
- Number 198
_ Date oy Yy 25,1867
Will H,C : age:mechanic:birthplace England: parents
i ; - John He.and Jane; first marriage
Mg;g-R.W;lsgn s 19:_birthplace3Eng;and: parents John and
_ Sarah: firsti marrisge '
larried by ReveTheo Edson Record Vol.200 page 194 A TRUE
Boston,lass Speeci Examiner
_Feh.1,1923 I I -
DeP.uI
SEARCH MARRIAGE RE@ORDS MASSACHUSETTS |
I hereby certify that exsmination of the Stete Wide f

Merriage Records of Mass.covering period 1856 to 1873

(Oetober ) fails to show any prior marriage on the part

of dulia A.Foy ,Foye or Fay, or any prior marriage on

part of William H.Clark other than to Mazy R.Wilson.

Over

%-16 | - — - | | e | |
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ihere is no record showing the marria.ge of John

_C&Elwa.y or bdnaw*a.y anﬂ Julia. A.Foy or Fa,y but :Eoliewing revoxd
is foum@ sy |

'_55 BIRPH RECORD -

E Births Acton year 1862
Hum‘oer 14

Date ' ~April B8,1862

Neme ' lMary Conway
Femgle .

Father - o Fohn Conway
lother Julia Fay

Occup amton father = Iaborer _

- Birthplace I-r-e-la.nd
Do, mother

Boston,Mass SpecialFxaminer
Feb.1,1923 | | | -

{
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF PENSIONS

WASHINGTON, D. C.

Cembridge,Mass.,April 211923

The Commisgioner of Fensions,

- §ir:
- Subject |
Orig,1069517
Julia A,.Clark,widow
Williem H.Clark,
C 6th lMass,Inf.
Reference E

for special examlnatlon to asqertain what eould be
learned as to first wife of soldier and. whether she
is dead or divorced: also to determlne whether claim- ..

ant and soldier lived and cohabited as man .and wife
©and were so generally ‘recognized. from date of marrlmge

until death, - see Exhibit A.-
kotion ' Rl : e - )

NOTICE served and receipt acknmowledged. All rights of
personal presence or representatlon &urlng taking
- 0of testimony waived

Reputatlon of applicant determined by inqulry.Same always
good in. every way.

Remarks

This claimant is totally deaf, nearly blind,and it was
only by typewriting questions in capitals that I was able to
secure any sort of a statement: from her, I am satisfied
from my dinquiry and her demeanor that she has always been

- & good- woman,and that it is true that neither she nor her

son ever-had-any idea that soldier had been mearried before

-he married her until after his death. This may seem strange

but it is undoubtedly true. Lowellkh has always been dis-
tinetly a large Mill City,full of changing and transient

-workers,and: I have found that in a city of such class it

is more difficult tor find persons know1ng even thelr temp-

~orary next door nexghbors that it is in the oities of larg-

-'_er size.

‘g | o
Page 4

Soldier was known as & very xeticent man,He was &

‘quiet,sober,silent. citizen of English birth.He seems to
-have_caunted=thi§ first marital venture of his as nothing:
‘he twice denied. that he had ever been married except to
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claimant.

There is absolutely nothing to indicate that this
Mary R.Wilson to whom he was merried May 25,1867 hed any
kin folks .in Lowell at time of their marriage.The director-
ies do not list her in 1865 and 1866,nor do names of her
reyutad parents appear. There is no record showing the
death in lMass, at any time since May 25,1867 of any woman
nemed Mary R.Wilson or Clark with parents John and ®arah.
In view of fact that the record of marriage of soldier to
this woman shows nemes of his parents &s John H.end Jane
whereas record of his marriage to claimant shows their names
as John and Yarah it was thought possible that there had

_been an error when license was . obtained either in 1867 or

1874,and it -may be -that there was.In my search in endeavor
to trace this dwary R.Wilson I have been mindful of this
possible mistake but have found no record showing remarriage
of any Mary Wilson with paxents listed as John and Jane
elther.

I found that for years following about 1866 one Mrs.
Jane Wilson was nemed in directories as living in Lowell
at 18 Linden Avenue and that there was a Mery J.Wilson listel
as of same address. I have.determined that this Jane Wilson
was widow of James and: when she died administration of es-
tate showed that Mary J. was 8till living and unmerried.
It may be stated in this connection that the surname Wilson
was & rath er common one at Lowell in the 186us and 1870s
and for that matter sti#ll is.

Deponent John W,Clark,son of claiment and soldier,is
reported to me as being an absolutely honest and reliable
man.He is said to be a duplicate of his father.lIt is cer-
tain that he has been a faithful son caring for his mother
to the point of self deprivation. He informs me that-he has
spent dozens of days endeavoring to find someone who might
know what became of this Mary R.Wilson to whom his father
was first married,and that while he found a very few who
had indistinet recollection of the marriage he could dis-
cover no one who knew anything as .to where she went or wheth-
er or not she had died before his. father remarried. As Geo,
E.Hart and wife state she appears to have just disappeared.

I have myself spent the better part of three days endeavoring
to find someone who might have some knowledge bearing upon
the question at issue and have had others, city officials
interest themselves in matter, and have been entirely unsble
to develop any clue as to where she went.

It is certain that soldier executed his libel for divorce

only about & month antecedent to his marriage to claimant.

He might have learned during this period that said first

wife had died., This seems unlikely for the reason that he
twice gstated in marital circular replies that he was never
married before he married claimant.If he had had knowledge
that the first wife hed actually died prior to Oct. 26,1873
there would have been no necessity for such concealment un-
less he had idea that, while his information was believed

to have been accurate it would have been a difficult matter
to Provea.
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF PENSIONS

WASHINGTON, D. C.

There was no concealment of the fact of prior mar~
riage when license was procured for his marriege to tihe
claimant. It is evident that there is a mystery in the
hatter somewhere. He is sald to have been an intelligent
man and it is unlikely that he considered that the filing
of & libel for divorce was sufficient warrant for the
contracting of another matrimonial bond,

In any event it is plain thet soldier and claimant
lived amicably and faithfully as recognized man and wife
from date of marriage until date of his death. In this
conmnection I have verified affidavit of Samuel R.W.Willia
and John J,Winn,B.J.1% which can be given full weight.

It would be an easy matter to produce any quantity of
evidence as to continued cohabitation and recognition as
man and wife,

~ The fact of first marriage as shown:.the filing of

libel for divorce so clogely antecedent-to remarriage to
claimant,the later concealment by soldier and omission of
reference to first marriage,- all point to -existence of
an actual impediment betweern to lawful marriage between
soldier and claimant Oect,26,1873%. Admitting existence of
this impediment there is no date available whereby it canb
be determined how same was removed, For that reason there
is no seeming walue in production of proof-as to the
recognized status of claimant and soldier. Presumptions
of death. have been made by the courts of this state,which
is the state wherein the ceremony occurred and wherein
right to pension accrued, but the common law rule has been

Lpae basis and in this instance a period of only three and-one
‘half years (or a trifke more) intervened between desertion
b the first wife and ceremony with claimant.

It is regarded as unfortunate for the reason that this
claimant was manifestly entirely innocent in matter and case
is one wherein genuine and deserved benefits would accrue
especially to an ever faithful son in his effort to have
his mother receive suitable care.’

_ It has occurred to me that Possibly the action of the
soldier was based upon discovery that his marriage to ary
R.Wilson was not legal,but void because she had an undivorced
husband on May 25,1867, but examination of the Marrisage
Records of liass, fails to show any prlor ‘merriage on her
part, ; ; ;

I have handled no other case in New Lkngland wherein
have come so up against & blank wall in matter of determinas+
tion of facts as to what became of a missing consort,nor one

“in whichdeta 'was not developed whereby facts as to dsssolu-
~ tion of & bond could not be determined., George E.Hart says
he understood that this first wife left Lowell with some

Page 6
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men but he has no idea name of that man,and could refer me
to no one who would know anything about said first wi?e. He
was fully questioned as to where she lived after leaving
soldier and he knows nothing as to whether she remained a
time in Lowell or not. He told me that he always heard that
this Mery Wilson was given to drink and to consorting with
_ low characters. I sought out and interviewed eight persons
of the surnsme Wilson in Lowell but found no one of them- ever
heard of the Mery R.Wilson who married soldier or of her pa- -
" rents. : i}

The affisnts as to claimant's marital history,John Bradlgy
and Honorsh Coughlin,B.J.10, are deceased. I was unable to fiad
any record of marriage of claimant to John Conway as alleged
but: did find record of births of two children to them.

I regret to be obliged to return papers in thié'claim
without further information as to whether soldier's first mar

riage was _or was not dissolved,but there appears to be no other
COUrse.

While the courts of this state have uniformly held that
an attempted marriasge where one party had a living and undivorc-
ed prior consort was absolutely void,and,prior.to the Statute
of May 1896,d4id not recognize the common law status in any-form
except to entertain proof of cohabitation and recognition .
in instances wherein parties had been charged with formication,
there would appear to be & possibility that there might be
warrant for legal presumption that soldier's first wife died
prior to June 27,1905,and that from that date claimant and
soldier were lawful man and wife, There-is-nothing to point
to her death: she was younger than seldier: it is stated that
her habits were conducive to early demise,but even as. to that
feature no direct evidence is:obtainable. '

.In event of necessity for denial of pensionable status
under the law,case is one marked as worthy of special legisla-
tion but there is scant chance of the survivael of the claimant
until such time as such action could ensue. - Ly & ’

Recommendation

' Consideration Chief Board.of Heview,

‘Respectfully submitted, wow

. Specigl Lxsminer.
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. : (For typewriter.)

Case of JULI.A- An CIARK ; No. 106951 7

On this O day of April , 1923, at Lowell

county of Middlesex ', State of Mass before me,

2

. Chas.G.Townsend , a Special Examiner of the Bureau of Pensions,

personally appeared Julia A.Clark , who, being by me first

duly sworn to answer truly all interrogatories propounded to her
during this special examination of éfofesaid claim for pension,
deposes and says: . ' ) —om
My ege is 8% residence and post office address 710 Bridge St.,
Lowell,Mass
I am the claimant;l claim pension as widéw of William H.
Clark, who served during Civil Wer in do.d_6th Maaé.lﬁf;and
who ‘died here in Lowell at 15 Olive Street,July 12,1916,
I #m,auré'that my husband had juat the. one.service in army and
that he was never in the U.S.Navy or Marine uorps He was a
penSLOner at date of his death and got $18 a month.

Yes & claim that I am the legal widow of said Williem H.
Clerk, T Was merried to him right here 1h Lowell Oct.26,1873
Ve Werd” maited At St Retryéks ATEn House By Father Mollanus.
Yes, license was obtained and we were iegularly-ﬁarried as re=-

quired by. lew..- -

‘I-had: been married once before my merriage to soldier.My
first marriage was to’ John Gonmﬁy,mho'die&'in=wae11 Nbv;éﬁ;?865
of;censumgtion¢émy'm&idenuname}waSAJuiiarﬂigey;I:waSchorn in
England;.-my father was Mighael~amdamy=mothei"Cathﬁiine Foy e
Ifﬁi&hﬁht;remarryffrom*&ateﬂJohﬂ*ConWayfdiéd*éﬁ%il”iimarriéﬂ“\
Williamrﬁyclarkj I havechad: just two husbands-inamy'life-andf
nozmprg,filliyed.innLoweil:framldate John=conway.died antil @
my “remarriage and never:lived any other place thereafter o
present.I have s&gyed at- times with my daughter:by'ibhnhcdnway
at: S‘Aeton. Loxe ¢ ww@ AN0U ¢ BELOW o "\;__* ’

“Yes, ‘I lived 'with'soldier from day we ‘married until ‘day he
died.i*was-oonatantly-known~asmhxa'wife,-m&s*so~recagnized by
him and by 'everybody ‘who knéw us.T Was ‘Hever 'Separated ‘6Hal -

vorced fromrhimsI was: living rzght with him day he died.I have

que_% : Dep051t10n:%



pagef .
[7 P 28 | notcremarried since: his'-._deafha A

- 29 | | William H.Clerk never sgid -‘a‘_wafr@.' about his Tirst wife '
30 | either before or after he merried me,I never Knew & thihg about
31 | per whtil after he dled. We were Surprisedwhen’ we' learned about
32 her,. I 'never knew there was such & Person on earth.,l know noth-
33 | ing &t all as to'what became of her.I know nothing at all’ =~
84| as torhow long they lived together, or where she wemt when they
36 ! separated.l know nothing -about whether she had died beforeé he
86 | ‘married me-or-where. she died if she hed.I know nothing about
37 | whetheéer there was any divorce between them before he married
38 | mes I can neme no one who will know when and where she died
39 { tor when and where their marriage was dissolved a.nd. hows -
40 i Ili.c‘i.o not tnd erstand this Pully but my son can tell you all
41 B.'b out 1t.
22| ' I have reoceived notice end you have writtenm here and now
43 | 'thet I have the right to be present d.ui-inig' “taking 'of test imén,
44 I‘.d'.o' ot care t6 be or to have "'a&one else tki'ere;
45 ‘Helve heaz ~(emased) "'rea;d"tﬁia and it is correct
g T A . E o
47 . UJ,W %aé p%n%ﬁ%af""
48 | A ' ?
‘49 subscribed and sworn to before me thls 8th .dg of April 1923.

and I certify that contents were fully made known £0 depoaent

50 before signing. - : > c7 9
- | | | | : Sé;f:d xaminer
62
‘B3
54
- 565
56
57
58

i )
60 _
61
ges
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(¥or typewriter.)
Case of JULIA AJCLARK e |  Fo./ 067577
-.,0n this 8 .day of April ,» 19 23 at Lowell
'county of, Middlesex .., State.of. Magm -r ;.c» » before me,

- Chas., G Townsend , & Special Examiner of the Bureau of PBﬁSiOHS,

g 3persona.11y appeared John w Clerxk . , who, _béing by me first
:fdulyTSﬂprn to answer truly all interrogatories propounded to.h 4m-
}dutipg.ihis speqig;”ex@minatiqh,Q£7aﬁq:és@id_glaim;fqr"pension,

;deposes and says:

§—=5121

v | My age was 47, June 18th lasti boxmaker: residence and post office
E & address 27 Ellsworth Ste,Lowell,Mass.

3 Julia A.Clark is. my mother: Wllliam H.Clark was my father.

& He died seven yeara ago_either %1th or 12th of coming July .

5 l I lived- with my parents from my birth: all my life .Last-two yeers

6 she has: lived where:she: ia now.l h&ve ‘had to have her-taken care '

-7  of and have had to change-her around guite & few times. .

-8  Yes ,  from time I.lknew anythmpg_my_father and mother li#ed to=

9| sgether as man snd wife and were so_kﬁqwngmhey were éo living af
10 &ate'of his death. Evaryone-kﬁew them. eas huaban@_and_wifeigna_

11 they so lived. G i _". % musr _

12 | - Yes, 1 have always understood that my mother was. first married
.18' to.- John Conway  Know that, had half aister named Catherine oalled

i4 Xate; who‘married en Ineson. and Who 1is now. dead. that is only

g ia15  phil@aknew.of,my_mother_having.by_hg;\f;rst_huspapd.l_have al-

16 wai? undératooa;ﬁhat:mgthgxﬁw§s”bprnnih'E§§land'aqd_came to this
{1? oountry with & brotherrwhen'abbﬁt 15'yearé Qid-'she was a weaver
_13 after she grew up and worked around mllla.Mnst part 0L her llfe
19 has apent in Lowell. I have always been told that mother s flrst :

2ol husband.diedﬁhere and he is burled up here I know.It was a nnmber
31' _of years after his dgath that mother married hy f&ther.l have
ga | always understood and believe Lhat she has had just the two hua-
"23 -bandsu When I .was. dlittle ehild.I saw, her brother Henry Foy and
24 he. then Lived ih Boston.l suppose he, is dead years 680 as ‘he was
25 considerahly older. than mother, 1 have no_ known relatives on her
36; -side at all angd_ none on father‘s._;i _ " e H
27 | . No, during lifetime of my father I never, knew that he had

- Page /O _De-p._,os:.tmnca_-
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been-marrie& beiore he married mother.He never. told me about

any prior marriage or referred to s uch marriage at all and it
wa.s, only after this pension matter was started that e learned
that he had been married to a.Mary Re Wilson ‘here in Lowell and
that she had stqrtedmtq,get;@$$grcehf;om,herfﬁ1 @onnﬁiput.qhat_
this-divorce action was dismissed after he had married mother
end-after I was born,. Sihce leérning this I have tried everyl

way 1o, find people who Xmnew he; but although I interviewed many
here who knew father waa back and travelled arcund a 1ot I coqu

_never find out & thing about who her people were or where she 8

came from or where she went to. i found some who seémed o thlnk
that she had died but if she did I_know nothing at ald about
wh@?e s@e_died'or,wpeg_shg.died, I do not know a thing in the
Wﬂrldaaboutaﬁhethﬁl she had.or haﬂ"not_@;gd,bgfore_f&;@eg:maf-
ried mother,I.do not know a thing apqgt_whethgr gng hgd_p{gcu;—

ed divorgembefore“thathm&;yiagﬁgThis_wga thé greatest shock of

my. life when I found that father had been married before his

merriage to moxher and.that he started this divorce and did not
obtain one before he married. My mother never a thing giwqud
about:his-having had & prior marriege I am sure?uhtil ﬁfter his
deathsHe never said a word about it to .her. I am absolutely cer-
tain.that;mcther:nﬁver-knew,aﬁything;about-that woman.L-have
been, told that father stated that he Waa,never_mgrried-befpfe.
All ;:can say is_ that he ooncgaled that first méﬁriage_fdi.scme
reason, . I.cannot think that he woqld_have.mgr:igd;moiher.unless

he had. thenr eceived some word thet his first wife was dead.I

- always knew him as & good man ig_gyﬁry.wgy.,ﬁé always thought

the world of mother: they lived faithfully together for over 40
years. I can give no information whatever whereby it can be de-

terminEd what.?ecame.of.this Mary R.Wilson that father apparently

_merried here in 1867. As I have stated I have done everything ™
'couli think of to learn facts about her history but coulﬁ learn

nﬂthing. I know‘of no one in the world whe would know a thing

about her histdry.

Have heard foregoing depositlon read and it is correct

Subscribed and sworn to befor ’fjtff /é?

this 8th day of il 2 8

ertify that contéﬁts wéfe) jé 27, ( “uﬁwig‘(
1y mede known %0 ; nent ef@/pe sngnngDeponent

cial Kx aminer
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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERI
BUREAU OF PENSIONS BUREAU OF PENSIO S
W Washington, D. (%‘ / / 191 é
- No. Claim, // é y j / 7 .

sy et gl 757
% _____ > ﬁa__.
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e c!ég, 4,
W/ //?M Div. /W Ex'r.

DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR,
BUREAU OF PENSI
W asHINGTON, D (@é 191 é
The Adjutant-General,

War Department :

For use in the claim indicated below, you are
respectfully requested to furnish this Bureau a
full military and medical history and personal
description,jncluding birthplace and occupation,

SO} 00..-é.,.,r
é Regﬁ%’zﬂ &md was discharged

[

Hoesivod A &8 0CT § W67

i—1735

It is also alleged that on or about._______________

‘and was treated in hospitals, as follows:

‘ment

. ~ VOLUNTEER SERVICE.
.. (civilWaror War with Spain.)

WAR DEPARTMENT,

THE ADJUTANT GENERAL’S OFFICE,

he was disabled by

Returned to

Commissioner of Pensions.

(fnaf?q (;49

... inches,

gy

Nl

Please report physical defects noted at enlist-

S e R and the rolls on lee for that _perwd do rwt show him ) HP.M _ | '

/E / // é y j absent-&u&ept—aa—jb&m e R ARt Ll T The Adjutant E“’“ﬁ’l"‘al- @ ’

_ A . --_____13 9.-3:; edical record found, . ‘

/ "" .. / i f,.-_« ,“ ,1 gy y s L e \\ _____________________________________________ % s

e A X \ S R v Washmgtan, D.Cs UCTQI 916 ______ {
Commissioner. I e SO

%. - (Commissioner of Pensions.)

Form No. 119-1—A. G. 0.
Ed. Aug. 26-14—12,000,




