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¢ Reeoed avd Pepsion Ofies, War Depsrtment, Washington, D, O

330,247,
Record and Pension Office,

MWar Department,
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W hingtor. ©ity,
Marceh 13, 1899,

MEHORARDUM

e
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The Assiatant Secretary of War has directed the isaua of a
medal of honor tc Nathaniel M. Allen, late corporal, Cémpany B, 1st
Hassachusette Infantry Volunteers, the medal to be engraved as fol-
lows:

The Congress

te
Dorp. Kothaniel M.Allen,
®0,By18%t Mass.Inf,.,
for

rallantry at Gettysburg,Pa.,

July 2, 1863,

Chiel, Record and Pension Ofrice,
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: Boston, Mass., Septsmbar 22,1898.

To thé Honorable tha Sscretary of War,

,éir:au

o
In forwarding the petition from certain survivors of the lst

Massachusatts Volunteer Infantry for a medsl aof honor for Corporal

Nathaniel N. Allen of Co. B. the cormittes appoinied by the Regimen tal

Association to take charge of the application desire to state that:

Corporal Allen having received the Natlional Colors while under fire

from color sargean*t Raton would have done in our jJjudgment his whole duby
iF

A

he nad sinmply brought tha National Colors safsly off the field, ard

in turning back to save tha state colors he parformad a signal act of

bravery outside the lipna of his duty, making him, in our opinion, eldgble

for consideratlon in the awar»d of medals of honor. We also desire to

state that all tha fisld officars of the Regiment are dacaasaed, also all

tha membars of the colo= guard of July 2nd 1863, except two whose where-

abouts ars unknown.

Hoping to raceive a favorable reply to our petition, I
honor to he

Yours with regpact

;, ¢

i}éf éz%iva&ﬁf? @£;¢¢£pr{”

Late Capt. 1st?ﬁ;ss, Infantry &
2nd Mass. Artillsry,

Chailrman of cormittee

ok
Bon¥ S,
Dazd.
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Case of

NATHANTIEL M. ALLERN,

late corporal, Company B, lst llassachusetts Infantry Veolunteers.

B LN L LI LT B
Application for medal of honor.

------ 000000000~~~

In a letter addressad to the Honorebls The Secretary of War, dated Nahant,

Massachusetts, October 10, 1398, the Hon. H. C. Lodge applies for a medal of honor

in behalf of Nathaniel M. Allen, late corporal of Company B, 1lst Massachusetts

Infantry Volunteers, for gallant and meritorious conduct at Gettysburg, Pennsyl-

vania, July 2, 1863.
Accompanying the application are the following papers:

1. A letter signed by L. E. Jenkins, late captain, lst Massachusetts Infan-

try Voluntsers, and the 2d lMassachusetts Artillery Volunteers, dated September

22, 1898, as follows:

*Boston, Mass., September 22, 1898.
“To the Honorable

"The Secretary of War,
"Sir:

"In forwarding the petition from cortain survivors of the 1lst Massachusetts
Volunteer Infantry for a medal of honor for Corperal Nathanisl N. Allen of Co. B,
the committee appointed by the Regimental Asscciation to take charge of the appli-
cation desire to state that: Corporal Allen having received the National Colors
while under fire from color sergeant Faton would have done in cur judgment his
whole duty if he had simply brought the National Colors safely off the field, and
in turning back to save the state colors he performed a signal act of bravery out-
side the line of his duty, making him, in our opinion, eligible for eonsideration
in the award of medals of honor. We also desire to state that all the field
officers of the Regiment are deceased, alsc 21l the members of the color guard
of July 2nd, 1863, except two whose whereabouts are unknown.

"Hoping to receive a favorable reply to our petition, I have the honor to be

"Yours with respoct,
"L. Edward Jenkins,

“Late Capt. lst Mass.Infantry & 2nd Mass.Artillsry,
"Chairman ¢f committee,

“110 Trentsn St. ,East Boston, Mass."
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2. A petition, dated Boston, Massachusetts, March 17, 1398, as follows:

"Boston, Mass., March 17, 1898.
"Hon. Russell A. Algzer,

"Secretary of War.
"Dear Sir:--

"The undersigned lats members of the First Mass. Vol. Infty. and who were
present with the regiment in action at the battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 2,
1863, respectfully petition that Nathaniel M. Allen, of So. Acton, Massachusetts,
late a corporal of Co. B, of said regiment, be given a Congressional Medal of
Honor for meritorious conduct at the battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 2nd, 1863,
We hereby certify that we are conversant with the following facts:

"About 11 A. M. on the 2nd of July, the rcgiment was deployed as skirmishers
in front of the First Brigade, Second Division, Third Army Corps, near the Rogers
House on the Ermmettsburg road, and remained in that position until late in the
afternoon when the resiment was forced back by the advance c¢f the Confederates in
force and rallisd o»n the regimental colors on the right of the brigade. While
executing a movement of change of front to rear, the Brigade received the assault
of the enemy in open field and afrer a stubborn resistence, and heavy loss, was
forced back towards Cemetery Ridpe.

"During said enpagemant, Corporal Nathaniel M. Allsn, who was one of the
Color Guard, received the National Color from Color Sergeant William W. Eaton,
who was wounded. As the line of battle gave way, and was rapidly falling back,
under a heavy fire and closely pursusd, Corporal Allen saw Color Sergeant William
Kelren, who carried the State Color, fall dead with his colers under him, and see-
ing that the State Coclor would in a monent fall into the hands of the eneny,
Corporal Allen in the face of a galling fire, and none too quickly, ran back,
pulled the flag and staff from under the body of Sergeant Kelren and brought both
colors off the field. The severity of the firc at that portion of the field is
shown by the fact that the Color Co. (B) lost 17 men, killed and wounded, and
the company to the laft of the colors (C) lost 13 men, killed and wounded, more
than half of each company that went ints acticn, total loss in the regiment in
this actioen 122 men,

"We desire to state that whils these facts have always been known and fre-
quently commented upon by members of the repgiment, Corporal Allen could never be
persuaded to apply for a medal of honor, always modestly saying, 'I only did my
duty.'

"We, his comrades, believe he should even at this late day, receive proper
recognition for the brave and gallant act at that time.

"Honorable Secretary, it is at the reqmest c¢f the survivors of the regiment,
expressed by unanimous vote, that you are petiticned to render this act of justice.

"From'Cudworth's History of the Regiment,' published in 1865, "Another mani-
festation of intrepidity worthy of record was made by Corporal Nathaniel M. Allen
ef Co. B, who obsarving that the color sergeant had been shot down, and that the
flag must fall into the hands of the enery, whc were then rapidly advancing,
turned back, and under a shower of bullets, raised the flag from under the ecolor
sergeant and bore it off the field in safstv."

"With the earnest hope that our request may be early and favorably consid-
ered, we have the honor to be,

"Yours with respect,
*William P.Drury,Late 1st Lieut.Comdg. B Cow,
"1st Regt. Mass. Vol. Infty.,July 2nd,1863,
"and now Chief of Police, Chelsea, Mass."
"George lMurphy,late Sergt. B.Co.,lst Mass. Infty.,
*July 2, 1862,and now Chief of Truant Officers of
"Bosteorn, Massachusetts."
"Lionel D. Phillips, late Sergt. Co. H.
"Frank T. Palmer, Sergt. D Corpany.
"Geo. S. Carphell, Private, Cc. C.
"Lewis W. Chase, Private, Co. B."



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

[530,247.--3.]

*Boston, Mess., August 27, 1898.

"At the battle of Gettysburg, July 2/63, the urdersigned was acting ordnance
sergeant of the 2d Division, 3d Army Corps ard consequently was nct in positien
to be an eye witness to Corporal Aller's rescue ¢f the State Colers; but in 1886
1 persenally investigated the matter taking the evidence of many members of the
regziment who did see it, and a majority of whom are now deccased, all of whom

“testified substantially to the facts abeove given.

"Isaac P. Gragg, Corporal Co. D, lst Mass. Vol. Infantry, and 1lst Lieut. &
Bvt., Captain, 6lst Mass. Vel. Infantry."”

"Boston, Auzust 29, 1898.

*Being on the staff of Brig. General Joseph B. Carr, lst Brig. 2nd Div., 3d
Corps, &t Gettysburg en July 2nd, 1863, &nd being weunded during the movement cof
the brigade a&s above described, ] was not a witness to the pgallant act of Corp.
Allen, but am positive frem statements frequertly made to me by those who did see
it, that the facts as stated above are correct and true.

"George E. Henry, late Capt., lst Mass. Vel. Infty., & A. D. C.,Staff Gen.
Carr."”

"Boston, Aug. 30, 1898,

"Heving attended all the meetings and reunicns of the survivers of the First
Mass. Vol. Infty. since the war, I am able to testify that the above statements
have always been accepted by the members as correct, the chief reascn of the leng
delay in this matter being brought tc the attention of the War Dept. has been
Corporal Allen's medesty, and I new trust he will bte awarded the medal of honor
which he richly deserves.

"Joseph H. Dalton, Presdt. lst Mass. Vol. Infty. Vet. Asscciaticn, late lst
Lieut. lst Mass. Vol. Infty."

"Most ¢f these signers are parsonally knovm to me and I certify that their
statements may be depended upon as trustworthy and true.

"D. E. Sickles, Maj. Genl. Corm'd 3rd Cavy. Corps. New York, Sept. 1,1898."

3. An extrsct froem the records of the lst Massachusetts Velunteer Infantry

Association as follows:

"First Massachusetts Volunteer Infantry Association,
"Bosten, Sept. 16, 1898.

"Extract from the recerds of the Asscciaticn of proceedings at the Annual
Reunion held at Resten, May 25, 1897:

- "'On moticn of Captain L. Fdw. Jenkins, Voted-~ That the officers of the
Association be instructed to petitien the Seecrstary of War that & Congressicnal
Medal cf Henor be awarded to Corporal Mathaniel M. Allen ¢f Co. B, for gallantry

at Gettysburg, in saving the Regimental colers, and that they have authority to
add to the number.'

*A true copy, Attest.
"Williem G. Rird, Secretary.”

The records show that Nathaniel M. Allen was errolled and mustered into ser-

vice May 23, 1861, as & private of Corpany B, lst Massachusetts Infantry Volun-
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teers, to serve three vears; that he was promoted to the grade of corporal Jan-
uary 25, 1863; and that he wes mustered out and honorably discharged the service,
May 25, 1864, with his cempany, while holding the grade of ccrperal.

It appears from the recerds that he was present with his company in scticn
at Gettysburg, Pennsylvania, on July 2, 1863, but ne special menticn of him in
connection with that engapement has bsen found of record.

It further appears from the records that the petitioners, with the exceptien
cf Messrs. Gragg, Henry and Dalton, were present with their respective commands

at the engagement at Gettysburg, Pennsvlvenia, or July 2, 1863, as alleged.

QEM-.«';J/

Colonel, U. S. Army,

Chief, Record and Pension Office.
Record and Pensior Office,

War Department,

October 14, 1898.
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2. A petition, dated Boston, Massachusstts, March 17, 1898, as follows:

"Boston, Mass., March 17, 1898.
"Hon. Russell A. Alger,

"Secretary of War.
“Dear Sir;--

"The undersignsd latas members of the FMirst Mass. Vol. Infty. and who were
present with the regiment in action at the battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 2,
1863, respectfully petition that Nathaniel M. Allen, of So. Acton, Massachusetts,
late a corporal of Co. B, of said regiment, be given a Congressional Medal of
Honor for meritorious conduet at the battle of Gettysburg, Pa., July 2nd, 1863,
We hereby certify that we are conversant with the following facts:

"About 11 A. M. on the 2nd of July, the rogiment was deployed as skirmishers
in front of the First Brigade, Second Division, Third Army Corps, near the Rogers
House on the Emmettsburg road, and remained in that position until late in the
afternoon when the regziment was forced back by the advance ¢f the Confederates in
force and rallisd on the regimental colors on the right of the brigade. While
executing a movement of change of front to rear, the Brigade received the assault
of the enemy in open field and after a stubborn resistence, and heavy loss, was
forced back towards Cemetery Ridpa.

"During said engagemsnt, Corporal Nathaniel M. Allsn, who was one of the
Color Guard, received the National Color from Color Sergeant William W. Eaton,
who was wounded. As the line of battle gave way, and was rapidly falling back,
under a heavy fire and closely pursued, Corporal Allen saw Color Sergeant William
Kelren, who carried the State Color, fall dead with his colers under him, and see-
ing that the State Color would in a moment fall inte the hands of the eneny,
Corporal Allen in the face of a galling fire, and none too quickly, ran back,
pulled the flag and staff from under the body of Sergeant Kelren and brought both
colors off the field. The sevarity of the firec at that portion of the field is
shown by the fact that the Color Co. (B) lost 17 men, killed and wounded, and
the company to the left of the colors (C) 1lost 18 men, killed and wounded, more
than half of each company that went into action, total loss in the regiment in
this action 122 men.,

"We desire to state that whils these facts have always boen known and fre-
quently commented upon by members of the regiment, Corporal Allen could never be
persuaded to apply for a medal of honor, always modestly saying, 'I only did my
duty.'

"We, his comrades, belisve he should even at this late day, receive proper
recognition for the brave and gallant act at that time.

"Honorable Secretary, it is at the request of the survivors of the regiment,
expressed by unanimous vete, that you are petitioned to render this act of justice.

"From'Cudworth's History of the Regiment,' published in 1865, "Another mani-
festation of intrepidity worthy of record was made by Corporal Nathaniel M. Allen
of Co. B, who obassrving that the color sergeant had been shot down, and that the
flag must fall into the hands of the enemy, whc were then rapidly advancing,
turned back, and under a shower of bullets, raised the flag from under the color
sergeant and bore it off the field in safety."”

"With the earnest hope that our request may be early and favorably consid-
ered, we have the honor to be,

"Yours with respect,
"William P.Drury,late 1st Lieut.Comdg. B Cou,
"1st Regt. Mass. Vol. Infty.,July 2nd,1863,
"and now Chiaf of Police, Chelsea, Mass."
"George Murphy,lLate Sergt. B.Co.,lst Mass. Infty.,
"July 2, 1362,and now Chief of Truant Officers of
"Bosten, Massachusetts."
"Lionel D. Phillips, late Sergt. Co. H.
"Frank T. Palmer, Sergt. D Company.
"Geo. S. Campbell, Private, Co. C.
"Lewis W. Chase, Private, Co. B."
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g . &y?/;/ ______ , Co. B, 1 Reg't Massachusetts Inf.
_____________ 5 /G0 1 Reg’t Mass. Infantry.
Age 2! ..y eurs.
Age eg_l__.vears -Appears on a
Roll
Appears on  Co. Muster-out Roll, dated
: of Company B, of Ifirst Regiment of Infantry in

......... ,M,M‘?‘z 1864 the First Brigade, First Division, of the Mussa-

' chusetts Volunteers, under the command of

Robert Cowdin, as corrected on the fifteenth
day of June, 1861.

Muster-out to date W{é? 186 A4

Last paid to
- Roll dated .. e

/Zﬂ?f’ 62/4,&" At

Clothing account:

Lastsettled ..., 186 ; drawnsince$....... 100 __.;_.._._._: SN N
Due soldier $._.........100; due U. 5. % __________ 100 Residence _:?fﬂwazé? _____________
Am’t for cloth’g in kind or money adv'd § ______. T e Sttt e /“/j/'”/ ------------
== Oceupation - _%/é_ff/zfj_y?—ﬁ/fﬁé’fz ________ =
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___________________________________________________________________
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, Capt. Pearl’s Co., 1 Reg’t Mass. Inf,
Age. 2—/ years.

Appears on

Company Muster-in Roll
Roll dated

of the organization named above,

Aol sy 7471 3156 /.
\[ustm- in to date f???ﬂﬁza . 1867,

Jomed for duty and emo}lcd

Whetnonomoomoeooo. /7??/ 23 186/.%
Where 4@1&:&__’.(_{2’)1,‘_2?2_@.;2_%_.‘
Pe1 10d K,/D years.*

Bounty paid § ... 100, _100

due §._. .
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t This erganization subsequently beeame Co. B,1 Reg't Mass. Inf.

* 4%~ Muster-in roll shows enrollmentand muster-in of this com-
pany as of same date. See enrollment on subsequent eard or cards.
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7 Address: “Chief of the Eecord and Pension Office, War Department,
Washington, D, C.”

Record and Penston Office,

WAR DEPARTMENT,
Washington, Octoter 14, 1898.

2] h Respectfully -subritted to

The Honorable

The Secretary of War,
with report inclosed.

il

———

Colonel, !l. 8. Army,

Chief of Office.

[Four irclesures.]

AR 1. 1899
Wayr Department,
Washington, March 11,1899,

By direction of the President a medal
of honor is hereby awarded to lNathaniel M.
Allen,late a corporal, Company B,lst Has-
sachusetts Infantry Volunteers,for most
distinguished gallantry in action at Get~-
tysburg,Pa. ,July 2, 1863.

On this occasion Corporal Allen went
back in the face of a deadly fire from the
advancing enemy,pulled the regimental flag
from under the body of the color bearer who
had been shot down and left behind as the

(300a-a)
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regiment retired, saved the color from

captunghathigsught it off the field.

4 inclosures.
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