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Commomwealth of ﬁzﬂﬂ%mhmgﬁﬁ%; i

An Act to Preserve a Record of our Soldiers and Ofﬁcers

~ Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep; ese;ztaz‘wes, in Geneml Court assembled and by
the authority of the same, as follows : ; | S

SectioN 1. It shall be the duty of the. clelk of every ity and town of thls Common-
wealth, ds soon as may be after the passage of this act, t6 make out a full and comiplete
record of the mames of all the soldiers amd officers ho compose his town’s quota of the
troops furnished by the Commonwealth to the United States during the present rebellion,
stating the place of residence, the time of enlistmcnt ‘of each; and the nuniber and desighation
of his regiment and company; also the mamcs of all who have 1es1gned or been dlscharged
~and at what time and for what cause; and- all who have died in the service, and stating,
when practicable, at what time and pldce and- the eitise of death, whether by disease,
accident, or on the field of battle; and the promotions of officers and from the ranks, and
‘the date thereof; and the names of all absentees, if any ; and al such other ficts s may
rclate stllctly to the military career of cach soldier and oﬂicel ‘

Secrion 2. It shall be the duty of the clerk of every cﬂ:y ahd town to- p1ocu1e a
sultable blank book in which to make said record; and to preserve 1% a 1g . the ot11e1
- records of his town, and nidke such additions to the sime #s may be necedss
to time, to make said record perfect and complete And said clerks shall be entlﬂed to 4
reasonable compensatlon for their services and expenses in performing the duties (‘Ievolved
upon them by the provisions of this act; to be pald by then respective cities or towns.

Secrron 3. 'This act shall tike effect upon its passige.
Approved ‘March 7, 1863. Chapter 65 |

An Act in addltlon to “An Act to Preservé a Reoord éf SUT
Soldiers and Ofﬁcer

Be it enacled Z; Y the Senate cch House of Repmse;ziaizws, in General Com"i assembled cmd 6y ﬂze
authority of the same, as follows :—

SectioN 1. The first scctlon of an act, entltled “An Act to preselve a Recmd of our
SOllelS and Officers,” approved March sov enth it the ye*n éighfeeh hundred and s1xty-th1 ee, is
hereby so anmended that the record required by the provisions of said first section, shall, as far as
. practicable, statc the time and placc of birth, names of par 011ts, prévious Occupatlon, teérm' of
enlistment; time of entering thc ser Vlce, and Whether mfuued or single, of all sueh soldiers and
officers.

SecrioN 2. The clerk of each c1ty and tow nt Sh’lu also keep a full and complete resord of
the names of all seamen and officers, residents of such cities and' towns, engaged in the ‘naval
service of the United States duri ing:the present rebellion; Whlch record shall; as fay as pl actlcable, o
state the time and place of b11th name of parents; the date at which he entered such FYice,
his previous occupation, whether he was martied or singlé, the vessél or vessels' on' W h he
~scrved, the battles or kind of service in which he was engaged: whethér he résigned, or was dis-
char oed, or deserted, and the date of such resignation;; dlschawe or deseltlon, the cause of such
dlschzuge or 1e51gnat10n, his promotions, and. the dates, occasions;’ and nature of the saiiié; and,
if. he died in the service, it shall state the date and. cause of his death; and such 1e001d shall
“contain any and all such other facts as relate to- the ll‘Wal career of such seamen” or oﬂ‘icers ’
during.such- rebellion. -

Skcrion 3. The adj utant- 0‘61101 al shall pr epale su1tfzblé Blaik books, in’ confmmlty Wlﬂi the
requirements of this act, Wlth proper blanks for marginal notes, and furnish the same to-the sev-
_cral cities and towns at cost, on the apphcatlon of the clerk thereof. |

‘SecrioN 4. All the expenses inciirred iii makmg sald récords, with the cost of the record-
books, shall be paid by the several cities and towns, and’ the records, when completed, shall be
deposited and kept in-the city and town-clerk’s office. |

SecrioNn 5. The second sectioni of chapter” sm"ty* ﬁwe of the Acts of the }eal elghteenﬁ‘
~ hundred and sixty-three, is hereby repéaled. | '

Srorron 6. This act shall take effect upon its passage.

Appioved April 29, 1863.

REOOMMENDATION |
@umnwninmltb of @Iassmbnseﬂs
o © Bésron March 27 1863,

I celtlfy that T have examined the form of a Book prepared by Mr. Geome Coohdge
f01 the use of the Clerks of Cities and Towns, undeér the “Aét'to preserve a Record of our Soldlers and
Officers,” passed March 7, 1863, and helieve it to he well adapted to the _purpose, and wmthy of the

%ttentlon of Town: Ofﬁcels
WILLIAM ROGERS, ]l[ajw and Assist. Adﬁ (’en

A’ppr‘oved, JOHUN A" ANDREW G’oz'cz nor and’ Oommmzdef i O’/mf



PLAN OF THIS RECORD.

“Tae Book is planned to comprise as many names as appear on the enrolled Militia list. S
‘On the blank line in the Title-page write the City or Town, County, and State. * [Erample: « The-
Town of Adams, in Berkshire County, Massachusetts.”] n ' ' N
~“If the Record consists.of more than one volume, on page 2 of volume 1 write the numerical designation
- of each additional volume ; and also the same in the title-page of each added volume. o L
'The signatures of the City or Town Clerks, on page 2 of volume 1, as indicated by the blank forms, is
regarded as a proper form of authentication of the Record. Those Clerks only are to sign their names, during
whose terms of office entries are made in the Record. R ’ S T

‘ THE ALPHABETICAL INDEX TO NAMES, | / N
A lettered Index, in separate binding, is supplied with this book, in which to copy fiom the Record,
“alphabetically, the names of Soldiers and Officers, and of Seamen and Officers, and the ‘pages on which the- i
" names are recorded. Write the surname first, and ‘place the name in the Index under the initial letter of
the surname. [ Erample: “Smith, John—117.” Place it in the Index under letter ST ' S
, The pages next following this page are designed for- the transcript of the lettered Index. Copy-the
‘names beginning with A, and leave blank the remainder of the column in which they end: * Commence nafnes
beginning with B at top. of the next column ; and so proceed with the other alphabetic letters. - If no name
occurs with which to commence an alphabetic column of names, leave the column blank. *"Should future ‘calls
for men be issued, such names may occur, and: require their proper place. In case more men are called: for,
and their names will not come into their alphabetic columns in the Index, write on the last line. of the full
| column in this manner : « Letter A is continued on page 17,” etc., and continue the names accordingly.
No distinction between the names of Military and Naval men should be attempted in the Index, they
being classified under their Military or Naval character in the Record. | R
_ The lettered Index, after being copied into this book, may be laid in the front of the book and used
with facility in referring to names, without detriment to the Record .in case it should be defacedd?r lost ; it .
‘being originally written only as the most convenient method: for recording the index in the record volume,
not for mere use as a duplicate. ' | ' T - o

L | THE MILITARY AND NAVAL RECORDS. ‘

. The “marks designating sources of information,” are designed for use only when the

- consider it desirable to use them, and not for use in all entries made in the Record. =

- The space between each two horizontal red lines is designed for the record of one person.
below will illustrate the plan of making the entries in the Record. o

| The -regiment is to be construed as a Massachusetts regiment, unless otherwise stated.

Recorder may
The Example

_ Should the space of three lines, allowed for each person’s record on the right hand-page, ever prove
+’ inadequate for the purpose, write at the end of the third line, “Continued on page ~~2"and continue’ the
- ““required entries on a page at the end of the printed leaves. . - S S T
N Alphabétical arrangement is impossible, except inA the Index at the beginning, as it may be nécﬁssarjrf: o
- to add names to the list at future times. Any classification by Regiments is also impossible,-as the progress =
of the war occasions'many changes in this respect. R ' DR R
-+ The Statute requires that the Record shall comprise the names of those composing the  quota” of thé,' o
, city.or town. . In cases where surplus men of some towns are assigned to the quotas of other towns, it is ~+
- - recommended that they be also recorded in the Records of those towns in which they have their ijes‘i'déh‘c'é_, i
-~ on whose “Roll of Honor” their names and services should certainly appear. No confusion, it is considered, ;.7
- of any important consequence, can result from this procedure, o B

EXAMPLE OF THE RECORD.
' LEFT HAND PAGH.
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