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DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
BUREAU OF PENSIONS

WASHINGTON, D. C.
Boston, Masse,

June 17, 1915.

Hon. Commissioner of Pensions,
Washington, D. C.

Sir:

I have the honor to return herewith all papers in the cass,
Inv. Ctf. 271,019, of Walter O. Holden, late of Co. E, 6th Mass.
Inf., together with my report therein. Pensioner's post-office
address 1is West Acton, Middlesex county, llass.

This case was referred by the Medical Referee to the Specilal
Examination to secure testimony showing the present physical con=-
dition of the pensioner, and if an investigation showed that the
rate of #50 per month which the pensioner was receiving was exces~
sive, he was to bdtaken before a convenient board of surgeons for
medical examination. The letter of the Medical Referee dated
February 11, 1915, is made an exhibit in this report, as well as
the letter of Dr. Staples dated February 1, 1915, on which the
reference was made.

I woent to West Acton without notice to anybody and on calling
at the residence of the pensioner was told he was out in the yard;
in going through his place, I saw him Just getting up off of the
toilet, observed that he reached down and pulled up his trousers,
buttoned them up and put on his vest, all with very little diffi-
culty. Just after putting on his vest, I told him who I was. He
started to put on his coat and had gotten one arm into his sleeve,
as I méntioned Pension Bufeau, and turning to me said, it is too
much for me to get it on. To get to the toilet he had to walk
down two steps and take about fifty steps; noticed that he had no
cane and used none in walking into the house and around the house.
On my second trip to his home, however, he had the stick with him
all the time. Prior to my first call was told that he could be
seen about the village at almost anytime, but between ny first and
second visits, he was not out of the house. At time of taking
his initial saatement, it was noticeable that something was wrong
with his respiratory organs, there being a peculiar wheezing sound
as he hreathed, but when seen the last time, his breathing was de-
cidedly lmproved and there was nothing outwardly to indicate that
the sald organs were not perfectly normal.

Inquiring at the post-office and interviewing many people in
West Acton, I was told by everyone who would say anything that the
pensioner was wholly unreliable. The postmaster did not want to
be quoted, nor did George Parker (who served in soldier's company),
but they told me privately just what the others had stated. I was
unable to wholly wemsdes=—n account for his reputation being so bad,
for his statements to me were made in a frank and straight-forward
mannsr. The trouble seems to be that he has refused to pay any
debts contracted by him for a number of years which he could avoid

paying. It was also reported to me that it was believed that he had

stolen a large amount of goods from a resident there many vears ago
but the theft could not be proven. Many seemed to be "dead set
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against him" because they thought the pension he was getting en-
tirely disproportionate to the degree of his disability as compared
with that of other pensioners in the village. The sentiment that
he was getting entirely too large a pension and for sometime ap-
peared to be universal in West Acton, still, none possessed the
courage to make known the facts to the Bureau except Dr. Staples.
He bears a splendid reputation for truth and veracity and also as a
physiclian. While he told me frankly that he had sued the soldier
for professional services rendered amounting to nearly to two hun-
dred dollars, he said that he had no prejudice against the soldier.

I interviewed at least twenty people and they one and all said
that in their opinion the soldier was unable to do hard manual la-
bor but he was able to according to report and did do the chores
about his house. Most of the information as to what soldier d4id
was obtained from statements made to neighbors by the soldier's
wife. As far as I could learn the soldier has few if any friends
and very few people ever go to his house, and because of this, the
statements made to me could not be made stronger, as it was hearsay
and not personal observation that led them to state what they did.

Mrs. Brown, who works at the Holden home was there when I callnd
both times and after completing his and his wife's statement, T
acked for krs. Brown but she had gone out. I searched for over
one and one half hours at both .wvisits, but could not find her. i 8
concluded that she did not want to testify in the case and was
hiding from me.

Dr. Christie's reputation in West Acton is only fair, as a
physician. His manner in testifying did not impress me favorably.
I got the impression that he would stretch a point pretty far to
do the pensioner a good turn. :

I made all arrangements for the pensioner to be examined by
a board of surgeons in Boston on June 18th; told him that I would
meet him at the depot and would see that he got back safely on the
train. The total distance in West Acton and Boston that he would
have had to walk was not more than 200 vards if he had appeared
for examination as directed. He promised me faithfully that he
would appear. On June 14, an attorney called on me and stated
that Dr. Christie had told him that the pensioner would not be able
to come to Boston for examjnation. I told him to have the doctor
make a statement in writing relative to the pensioner's condition and
if the same would not permit of his coming to Boston for examination
to s0 state, togsther with the reason for such inability. From
Mr. MeCleary's letter (Exhibit) it will be seen that I had every rea-
son to expect the pensionsr to carry out his promise. Notwithstand-
ingz this promise, he told Mr. George Pamker who visited him on June
11th, that I had directed him to appear for examination, but he
would not come. Note the flimsy excuse he gave for his non-appear-
ance. In my opinion, this man will resort to every subterfuge
to avoid being examined by a board of surgeons. The only way for
him to he examined 1s to have someone go to his home for that pur-

POSE. I am satisfied that his cobdition would permit him to ap-
pear if he wanted to. ;

His main disability at present and for some tims past, seems to
be a suppurating ulcer on his left ankle. I was shown his left
leg from the knee down, and beginning half way between the knee and
foot and down to the ankle I observed quite a discoloration and I
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got the impression that it was dve to varicose veins and the ul-
cers were varicose ones.

Dr. Staples was at first inclined to give %17 per month as
the rate which he thought the pensionsr was entitled, but thinking
that rete possibly too low, he gave as his opinion that the pen-
sioner was entitled to but $24 per month by reason of thUmatlﬂm
and disease of heart.

It was quite difficult to set a particular date from which
it could be stated that the pensioner's improved condition had
continued, but one and all stated that the date could he safely
set as from one year since he was last medically examined, namely,
June 13, 1914.

again

I feel that it would useless to,attempt to have the pensioner
appear for medical examination, and" T therefore recommend that
this report be referred to the Medical Referee for such action as
may be considered necessary.

Very respectfully,

M;ﬂé#
Special Examiner.with me
P. 5. When I returned to West Acton, I failed to take,the dep-

ositions of pensioner's wife and that of Guilford. In
pensioner's supplemental deposition I incorporated therein
the gist of what his wife had testified; but as he admitted
all that Guilford has testified to, I did not mention Guil=-
ford's testimony. 4 Spl. Exr.

{/ -3/
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DEPOSITION ﬁ _________________ s
Cas_@ of Walter 0. Holden | . . .NO... 271_0;9
On s Bl 5o haihiais a,/czy a// June L 494 P il
West Acton : caa%{fy g/ Middlepex
THto 9/ Massachusetts § é%w me, A. R. Smith - - -
a Ghecral Cramener of the Dureaw of Fenstons, Jeersonatly afsfoeared,
Walter 0. Holden , who, leng by me finst duly sworn lo
anduler J;za,zf/y, altl f/%zéema‘ga{wgéd ﬁw%ﬂczﬂdgc/ Lo Aam. dw%hy this sfeectal
ezammation of aforesacd clavm for fienston, defroses and says.
| 1| .1 was born September 12, 1837, at Lunenberg, Mass. I have
2 no Bible record showing the date of my birth.. . I think there is .
g | a town record there showlng the date of my blrth. I think it is
4] 1in Middlesex County, I have no memorandum showing the date of .
5.1y blrth and never saw any record thereof. I have no occupation ... ..
6|..2t this time, I was formerly a farmer. I am the identical Walter ...
71..0. Holden, who enlisted at Acton, Mass., _August 21, 1862, in Co.. ... .
g| _E, 81 Mass. Inf., and was discharged at Lowell, Mass., on June
of. 9 1883, I never served in the army, navy or marine. corps. ...
10 |...Of the United States before August 31, 1862 or after June 5, 1863. ..
11 |1 camnot recall just when I filed my first application for pension ...
12| but 1t was a great many years ago. It was quite a mumber of years
13 |__after I was discharged that I filed my first claim for vension,
14 | but I camnot tell you how many years thereafter 1t was. While in
15 L. the service and stationed at Suffolk, Va., I contracted the rheu= . ..
16 | _matlsm and the wheezing of the heart. This was in February or
17 |_.March, 1883,  Yes I had those allments ever since I was dlscharged
18 L. from the service. I was treated at sSuffolk and at the hospltak
19 | for those disabilitles by Drs. Burnham and Hutchins. Both of them are
20 |. Gdeceased. I have received treatment for those diseasesfrom a number
21 | of doctors since my discharge. I have forgotten the name of the last
22 | 20ctor that treated me; 1t was here at the house and was sbout three _
23 | .. ¥ears ago. I dont recall any other disabilities that I incurred
24 | _¥nlle in the service.  Yes I remember having malarial fever and the.
25| . chills, I have had the malaria ever since I was.in.the. serviee..
26 | Yes I have suffered from 1t within the last year, but I had no doc~
27 | __tor to Lgtl‘e.zat me for it. . At the present time I am not troubled with

Fage J Deposition ... : { _____ © 0107
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o7
Bage .. 0ot
S

any disability other than rheumatism and heart trouble. il am g pen-.

og | 2ny disability other than rheumatlsm and heart trou

29 |__sioner -at the rate of $50 per month under the .general law, .which .
30 |...I Trecelve by reason of rheumatism and disease of heart, which disa-
g1 | Pbllitles were incurred by me while in the U. S. service. I here show.
go | You my pension certificate (Soldler here produced his penslon certif-
g3 | 1cate, nmumbereda 2371019, which was issued July 30, 1913. ARS) I was
g4 | filrst pensioned at the rate of $6 per month and my pension has been

g5 | _gradually increased until I got the $50 per month. I was last med-
36 _mggg}}g_gggg;ned here at the house 1in June, 1913, by one doctor, whose
37 _name I cen not recall. He had 1o come here, I _could not get .out. . .
38 |..Q. Since you were examined by him, you have greatly improved, have . . .
89 | Yyou not. A. No I have not lmproved to any extent, yes I have improv-..
40 |84 but 1t 1s not much, 1. At that time you were not able to do
41 "ma__l_‘lything, were vou @ A. No. Q But since that time, you have been
1 able to and“:‘t_lﬁve d?ne V__G_.;IE’}OU.S Eh}ngs, _such as to wash windows, mow
43 | the lawn, shovel the snow off the walks, attend to your garden?

44

_Yes I have done those things. I was not able to do those things-all .

45 | the time, but at times I have been able to do them and have done .
46 | tnem. Yes I am able to dress myself without assistance; also to......
47 |.undress myself; yes I am able to eat my food without 1t being cut for me
48 | 804 am able to bathe myself amd attend to the calls of nature with-
49 | Out the ald of anyone. Thls decided improvement in my condition
50 |._took place in January, February or March of this year, 1915. g Is
51 |1t not a fact that you attended to your garden and mowed your lawn
52 | .Quring the summer of 1914? A.Yes I did that a 1ittle, but could not .
53 G0 1t always. . Is 1t not a fact that you were able to and did
54 | 7alt on yourself and in no manner required the ald and attendance of
55 | @mother person during last summer? A. Yes I was able to attend to
56 |0V wants some of the time during the -sum:ﬁer-of 1914, but was unable _
g7 | t° Q0 tals all of the time during the sald summer. In bathing my=
l58 self I have been able to do that all right with exception of getting

Deponent.
| Gtseritied and suorn to Mm—-’g me this day of
194 , and 4 certyly that lhe contlonts were fully made fnown lo defronent
{ze/m day/fz@g.

Special Examiner.
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DEPOSTITYON

Case of o MERHCE W DOIRER. , No. ... 8m00

(7 R — . dary of - y , 494, af

, county O o

Hate 9/ e . ég/mce me, - T ——

a Ghectal Cramener of the TDureaw of Fenstons, frersonally afifcare
Clmts. statement contimied. .. whe, berng by me finst duly sworn lo

andtiler é‘-;cm/y atl ar}z{wazayamwéd /maﬁow&a@d bo oo dcma'??y {hed dy/z,ectéz(

cxamenation of afpresad clam for. frenston, defioses and &ayd.'
to my back, I belng unable to get my hand over to my back suffl-

_the army. ___We never had_any. children. . I 90 not desire to be

_Wellr & HottC

‘before signing. Yes I know Dr. Hall Stavles a physiclan here in

town, he treated me for my ailments. I consider him reputable in

everyway. I have no reason to believe that he would _seek in anyway..

to misrepsent anything concerning me or my physical condition.

I
FPage f’/f} Deposition ... ﬁ _______ o G—147
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DEPOSITION paca

Case of’ Walter 0. Holden. _ WY No. . 271019' ______

On this 9th day of June s /¢/5 .
_West Acton ' , county of Mid@desex

THate 9/ Massachusetts ; é@éﬂglﬂm% = A. R, smith

a Ghectal Cramener of the Jureaw of Fenstons, frersonally affecared

samuel A. Guilford whe, ﬁez%zy éy e %m{ (/az{y swtorn lo

o

andtler {;cw{;& all 5%5@%%@0,@5&%% ﬁ%cz/wwnafed lo AAW f{uw%?y s d/wczfafz/

cxamenatlion c% a/éaéédﬂz:d clacm %wz /ae%dmﬁ, a/e/w&ed and d%&.'

4 ST I am 73 years of age. My address 1s West Acton, Mass. Have

2 had no occupation for the last seven or eightl years. Yes I know

3| _Walter 0. Holden who 1ives in this place and have known him for about
4 48 years. We have been close nelghbors during the past three or

5 1 four years A 1little pilece of church property is all that sepa-

6 “"“”§§§§§mggg“p}§gg§l_mm_mpuring this time I have seen hlm very often.

wl A P_c_{g_t. two years ago he was 1a1d up at nome a‘ld ‘he was an awf‘ul

8 Biebe. T talleol 10 Bo WA Wb Fail W0 ait “I??_'E’E%“__E__FIE___'f?_?}}}?.___._______

9 | never be able to walk around again, his feet and legs were 1in such

terrible shape. I was told that he was examined while at home at

that time. He imprdved, after awhile I saw him about, but c_a_lgnot

not state Just how soom after he was examined. My _@99}}39_?._359_1_}_“"___

hired someone to do 1t. I have seen him shaking the mats in

his yard, I have seen him splittlng woed and have heard that he

i I

23
24

26

A f| N

condition as to requiretl’sé periodic al d and att,en%@ﬁeof another

person. No I dont think he 1s able to perform .any manual labor

his dally wants without any assistance from anyone, and this has

beer true at all t,imes as far as I.Xnow. It is likely that there

Pade......... fgf Deposition 4 e (—187
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Deponent..

- Gltserddied and sworn lo lefore me this ... 930 .. day of ... June
1945, and L cortily that the contents were fully made fnown lo defronent

R o

¢ 6107 Special Examiner.
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MARGIN RESERVED FOR BINDING

WRITE PLAINLY, WITH UNFADING INK—THIS 1S A PERMANENT RECORD.
M. B.~ Every item of information should be carefully supplied. AGE should be stated EXACTLY. PHYSICIANS shouid state

y be properly classified. Exact statement of OCCUPATION is very

8

so that it ma

CAUSE OF DEATH in plain terms,

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts %f_ __
STANDARD CERTIFICATE OF DEATH A o

1 PLACEI OF D%/‘_ _
/?/ s g ey No. I

(City or town,) &

-

: If death eccurred i
: Ward) = hospital or institution

"FULL NAME M? ¢ Lo %ﬂ&gggﬁéwz

Jau give its NAME lmth
of street and number.]

If married or divorced woman or widow =
give maiden name, also name of husband.]

GRESIDENCE 7. A N

Registered No, .2 /

PERSONAL AND STATISTICAL PARTICULARS

MEDICAL CERTIFICATE OF DEATH

5 SINGLE,
MARRIED,
WIDOWED,

3 SEX 4 COLOR OR RACE

/A P

( Wyite the word)

OR DIVORCED ¢ _

W DATE OF DEATH

T . e: ¥ - .
,/.//E'M(a/ & -//{% / , 19157

(Month) (Day) (Year)

8 DATE OF BIRTH C_"/’éﬁé% /j /dﬂ‘__j;/

(Month) (Day)”

(Year)

iy g { HEREBY CERTIFY that | attended deceased fron
_Zrizee 2Y Lo Tt Y 1ors

TAGE

77 yrs. // mos. ?(\3115.

If LESS than

t day,....hrs. | that | last saw h/ 277 alive on 7/5:;{/ { i lgl",-_;/{:

or......min. ?

8 QCCUPATION

{a} Trade, profession, or - Tre—
particular kind of work

The CAUSE OF DEATH# was as follows:
dcpez priletey

(Lb) Gene m:r"“‘."rf.?fn.l"d"f“ﬁ:

which e:'-np[oyad (or employer),

i Z

? BIRTHPLACE

Lo :
 (State or country). 3/5/ v Z/&ﬂ/‘ o4 ¢ %,‘M .

(Duration) ... Yr8e .o MOBe 7 .ds.

Contributory,

important. See instructions on back of certificat

i gﬁﬂHEEg% - J-‘E‘H 31 &"‘}'“ BHER
~ k3 P e (Duration) yre, mos. ds,
é’—zz/»é;f// %;/% vy / i
. i Q{:“ﬁr (Signed) (. K@‘—--—oﬁap% Gﬂ %/m’ M.0.
11 BIRTHPLACE { )’ il fl/ S it
[ (Flate'or imnkiz) e : ; . &0 (.;f ,Jf’:.ém%.é“ 191,55 (Address) Gt ll UfﬂZﬁf
& \ (91§ I xtdeatn followed ijury or viclenco the certifiate of Geath must bo mads
7 edica) Auil )
<C | 12 MAIDEN NAME N,
B oélMEo‘rHER e Gﬁ» . # || ® LENGTH OF RESID).ENCE (FOR HOSPITALS, INSTITUTIONS, TRANSIENTS, OR
7> é/ R (e RECENT RESIDENTS
: /Zf) TR MR At place in the
e e s - of death yrs, mos. ......0e State . __ ¥ .m0, .. 08
4 Where was disease contra
: (%fath;?;;ﬁgnm W:%@Ze(/ It not at place of death
WTHE ABOVE IS TRUE TO THE BEST OF MY KNOWLEDGE Egnfaml“r';s?ﬁem
B P = e
SR /{j;{jf ey ol i z%c; o%m%gn REMOVAL DATE OF BURIAL
3 - L . A ol e o -~ 5
ke AT oy » F 2 iay ‘5_7.5/5’ 2 19t
[ = e T
F‘llod@é__&. 1982 % prace. 7 sz.?:zfé, PUNDERTAKER ADDRESS
i @ _.J 067:(/1; > (_ﬂa’y/y - 2
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nh
k /,1f;/j%;
Roayd of Heview.
i, ¢c. 271019,

“alter 0. liolden, Septerbeyr 2, 1915.
GO " 6th Jass. Inf.

iy, Walter 0. Holden,

ifassachusetts.

I have to advise you that it appears from
medical evidence and fro evidence,sdduced on special
examination,on [ile in this Bureau, that you are not
now disabled from the effecte of rheumatism and re-
sulting disease of Jearf, in such a degree as to entitle
you %o the rate of 50 per mont , the rate of pension
provided fér 2 condition of permanent helplesaa&aa, ra=
guiring freguent and periodical, thoush net regular wnd
constant , personal aid and attendance of another person,

and whieh you are now receiving by the above numbered

certificate. said rate will, therefore, be reduced
4o $30 per month, the rate provided for ineapacity for

performing any manual lobor unless satisiuctory evidence
shall be furnished Lo showv that such zetion is not war-
rantede.

Undey the provisions of the act of Congress of
Decgember 21, 1893, you may, if you believe thal szid «is~

ability £till entitles you to the rate of $50 per month,
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within thirty days from receipt hereof, file in this
Bureau competent proof (medical, if or .ecticable] that
your disability from the pensioned cause continues in

the first nemed degree, that is, that as =« result thereof
you are so permanently disabled as to require frequent

and periodical though not regular amd constant personal
ald and attendance of another person. Your case will
thereupon be reconsidered, and if the testimony filed
warr:nte such action your present rate will be allowed

to remain unchanged, if, nowever, such evidence shall not
be satisfacbory, or shall not have been furnlkshed, the
sald reduction will be mude without further notice at the
expiration of said thirty days.

The evidence, which must be duly sworn to before
seme oificer authorized to dminister oaths, chould e
firmly attached to the inclosed evidence slip. It may
be forwarded in the cccoispanying envelope which does not
reguire & stamp.
Very respectiully,
¢. TIBMou

sceting Commissioner,



REPRODUCED AT THE NATIONAL ARCHIVES

Officer’ '8, Burgeon’s or
Gominde's Post Office
sddress.

Here state condition
of soldier's heulih at
dme of enlistment.

State time and place
of disabillty, and If by
wound in ’l(mtlle slute
name of battle;
sccident,. slate the cir-
sumestances; and If Ly
sickness, staic the cause
end ustwre of the dis-
eage. :

a

Btate your source of
wformation.

——

NOTE.

Execute this before a

Clerk of the Conrt if pos-
sible.

or Justice of the PPeace,
4 certficite from the

Clerk of the Court should |
be attached, certifying |

that the Mata
tice had ﬂl\'llf‘
Ra anabe

or Jus-
ry to act

]
A proper conduct of his own, on or about tth —

if by || bt SR

When execited |
before n Notary Publle || =

R e e

U 23 %u& ~Fouls *M/f/ a resident of _/F p o fllel o0
in the Gounty of zmMMW/ State of Vierrrrgoaa st

/Z»(Vd/& " of Company éj___nf thc&/j:m{eglment of /M/ —Vﬁﬂéfw {;
on vath, Z5EE ol say, that T wes'well soqualnted with AL 200 & sl lle 4 2 -
. in Company ‘g of the - Regimen :d'cL/,u .. 2
of the war of 1861 ; that at the time of his enlistment, said W//&&- Vi nd / { J/ a8z
ws_ Do rdiderel (¢ o o 1asid 20 bl 40n

e

and while in the mlhtury service of the United States, in the line of his-duty, and without fault or im-

day of Mpr L 186 F

E IV AT e B
(L e éM . = %‘m Z?"
/M J,{u(

\,_/-"

late a5 zs2a

and [ have no interest whatever in the prosecution of this claim for pension,

AL H/
Fretord W o A ﬂ%wv{/ '

Two Witnesres (
when signed +
by mark: (

/J 7 day of - }%M;Jué(—-i 188 7,
'}'.1 the County of ﬂﬁ;hq/%lcﬁ ; G

I bél"tify that I am disinterested, that the affiant is to me well

el

Sworn to and subseribed before me this

jShw of @’z’z 272 szfﬁ

is respectable, and worthy of full credit as a witness, and that the contents of the affi

[I\h(l\\ll. and i

~nade known to him before exeention i /y( F /l//
| o

/(‘ (f;&l“f‘ <
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